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Four student murses namely, Prem Lata Sandil, Shakuntala 
Datsy Matbiss, Semitra “navchry and Sarcj Bala Chadha, of the 
Irwin Hospital, New Lelhi and one more student nurse, Jaswant 
Kaur, of the “illingdcn Hospital, New Delhi, died in a short 
Span of time unucr suspicious circuustances, Their deaths 
agitated the puwlic mind and were supject matter of several 
euestions in the Lok Sabha, 

By Notification No.F.6-124/66-H, dated New Delhi, the 
15th June,.1968 (published in Part II Section 3, Su-Seetion 
(414i) of the Gazette of India Extraordinary dated 15,6,19868), 
the Central Government in the Ministry of Health, Family Planning 
and Urban Development (Department.of Health and Urban 
Development), in exercise of their powers conferred by Section 3 
of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1962 (Act No.60 of 1982), 
appointed a Commission of Inquiry to inquire into and report 
the circumstances leading to, and the causes of, the deaths 
of.the cforesaid student Nurses, Full text of the notification 
is set cut belows- 

Whereas the Central Government is of opinion that it 
ds necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for the purpuse 
of making an-inquiry into a definite matter of public importa. 


namely, the deaths within a short period of time of = 


i) Prem Lata Sandil (died on 9,4,1463) 
11)Shakintla Daisy Mathias (died on 10,4,1968) 
1441) Sumitra. Chaudhry (died on 14,4,1968) 
ty) Saroj Bala Chadha (died on 20,12,1067; 


stucent nurses-of Irwin Hospital, New Delhi, and 
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v) Jaswant Kaur (dicd on 9,3,1963), 
Stud nt nurse of Willingdon Hospital, New Dclht; 

Now, therefor , in x¢ereise of th powsrs conferred 
oF -Scetion 3 of the Cormuissions of Inquiry Act 1952 (60 of 
1952), th Contral Govarnm nt, h roby, cppoints a Commission 

of Inquiry consisting of Shri P,D, Sharma, a retired Judec 
of th. Hich Court of Punjab and’Haryana as its sole m-nber, 
2; The said Commission shall mak? an“ineuiry into the 
circunstanc..s Leading to, and th causes of, the deaths of 
the said student nurses and for that purpose take such 
videnee as may be neccssary,. 
3 The said Commission shall submit its rcport to the 
Central Govemnent within a period of two months from the 
dato on which its sol m-nmber assum’s charg, 
4, Th- Headquarters of the said Commission shall ty at 
New Delhi. , 
Sd/- M.G. Pinputkar 
Additional Scerctary to the 
Governnint of India" 
Under Rule 2(1)Cb) of th Contrel Commissions of 
Inquiry (Proe.dure) Rul s, 1960, a notification in regard 
to the dbove inquiry wos published in cach of the issues of 
(1) The Hindustan Tincs, New Delhi (dated 4,7,1968)s 


(2) The Indian Expriss, Wew D-lhi (dated 3,7,1968) 


woe 


(3) Pratep, Now D:lhi (dated 4,7,1968) and 

(4) Nav Bherat Tim.s, Now D lhi (dated 3,7,1968), 
The text of the notifiecction was as follows:- 

"Whercoas by Ministry of Hcalth, Fanily Planning & 


Urban Devclopmnt Notification No. F,6~124/58-H, datcd the L5tr 


CONE ees 
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Jurs, 1965, the Central Government has appuinted a Commission 
of Inguiry tc make an inquiry into the circumstances leading ti, 
and the causes of, the deaths within a short pericd of 


1) Prem Lata Sandil (died on 9,4,1968) 
2)Shakuntla Daisy Mathias (died on 10,4,196¢) 
3). Sumitra Chaudhry (died on 14,4,196%) 
4) Saroj Bala Chadha (died on 20.12.1967) 
student nurees of Irwin Hospital, New Delhi and 
5) Jaswant Kaur (died on 9,3,1968) 


Studant nurse cf Willingdon Hospital, New Belhi, 

Now, therefore, this notification is issued inviting all persons 

naan inka’ with the subject matter of. the said inquiry to furnish 

to the Commission affidavits esntaining a statement of faats 

relevant thereto,.along with the: list of documents, if any, 

which they propose to rely, The affidavits must be filZ:d op 

or wefcre 15,7,1968 in the office of the.Commissicn at the 

€->. Pant Hospital, Pandit Cawaharlal Nehru Marg, New Del#fi, on 

anxy working day between the hours of 10,00 A.M, and 1,00 P.M, 

The st'atcments not filed By the date specified above will not 

be teken into emsideration by the Conmmit#ien, 

New Delhi Sd/- P.D, Sharma 

the 29th gune , 19¢8, MAN” 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY" 

Notices in pursuance of Rule 2(1)(a) of tne said Rules in the 

ayevé Gause were also issued tow 


a) The.Director Goneral of Health Services, Government 
of Indta, New Dednhi, 


bh) Delhi Administration through the Secretary Medical 
& Public Health, 5 Alipur Road, Delhi; 


e) Director-Prineipal, Maulana Azad Medical College 
and Associate Irwin and G,.B. Pant Hospital, New Delh 


sekee 
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d) Medical Superintendent, Irwin Hospital, New Delhi. 


©) Additicnal Medical Superintencent, G.B, Pant Hosrit 
New Delhi, 


f) Nursing Superintendent, Irwin Hospital; 
g) Nursing Superintendent, C.B, Pant Hospital; 
h) Mrs, A. Mathew, Supcrintendent Nursing Services, Irwi 
Hospital (under suspension), c/o the Medical 
Superintendent, Irwin Hospital, New Delhis 
1) Delhi Nurses Asscciation (Regd.) through the Generali 
Sacretary, 3A Tenements S.J.7T.B. Hospital, Kingsway, 
De lhi-9; 
j) Dr. P.K. Mishra, Assistant Director General of Health 
Services, Nirwan Bhawan, New Delhi~1 (Bx-Medical 
Superintendent, Irwin Hospital) ; 
k) Medical Superintendent, Willingdon Hospital, New Dalhi; 
1). Matron, Willingdon Hospital, New Delhi; and 
m) the cuardians of the deceased student nurses,. 
asking them likewise to file affidavits, if they so desired,. 
In respoase to the génoral notification and notices 
referred to, a limited number of affidavits were received tilt 
the date fixed for the submission of affidavits, i.e, 15,7.1@64.. 
Consequently a prayer was made on behalf of certain individuals anu 
Associations to extend -the period for the filt™'ng of affidavits, 
In the interest of justice the period was extended upto 25,7.1968, 
By this date a-large number of affidavits were filed by staff 
Nurses, ‘student nurses, doctors of Irwin and Willingdon Hospitals 
‘ni parents/gwardians and friends of the deceased girls, 
“ssccinticns etc, A complete list showing the names of all those 
woo filed the affidavits regarding the deaths. of student nurses 
of Irwin Hospital eostitutes Appendix "A" while that in 
Teapect of the death of the student nurse of Willingdon Hospital 


40 encizx "2" te this report. 
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(EVIDENCE CONCERNING DECEASED STUDENT NURSES oF 


TRWIN HOSPITAL) 


Since some of the affidavits put in by the persons 


conversant with the facts connected with the subject matter of 


inquiry were either evasive or defensive in character, end sane 


persons who were in the know of relevant facts did not care to 


file their affidavits, it was ccnsidered necessary to examine the 


follLowdng persons as Commission's witnessesi- 


1. 
Be 
3. 


15, 
16, 
17, 


Miss Devinder Kaur, Student Nurse, 
Miss S.I), @barma, Student Nurse, 
Shrio.P. Bhalla, Cashier, 

Miss Kamlesh Sharma, Student Nurse, 
Dr. S.P. Sethi, 

Miss L. Vij, Staff Nurse, 

Miss Promila Khanna, Staff Nursa, 
Miss Ratna Kumari, Student Nurse, 
Dr. B, Sankaran, Professor of Orthopaedics, 
Miss Shakuntla Nagpal, Staff Nurse, 
Shri Ramesh Challani, 


Dr P.K, Mishra, Assistant Direct-r General of 
Health Services, 


Dr. A.K. Ghosh, Sentor Orthopaedics Surgion, 


Miss 4. Cherian, Nursing Advisor to the Government 
of India. 


Shri wW,A. Baid, Master Tutor, 
Shri Shakti Sudan, and 


Shri &.K, Taneja, 


44} the aforesaid persons except Shri S.K, Taneja, mentioned at 


curinl No.1? above, were examined, The address of Shri Taneja 


in snite of best efforts could not be obtained and so he was 


“AMC ppPed, 


as 
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In these proceedings the Director-Principal, Maulea 
Azad Mecical College and Associate Irwin and G,.B,- Pant Hospitals. 
was represented By Shri K.8. Chawla, Advocate, Mrs. A. Mathew, 
Superintendent Nursing Services (under suspension) by Shri 
Bishamber}al Khanna, Advocate of Khanna, Puri & Co., the Delhi 
Nurses ASsociation hy its General Secretary and Advocate Shri 
ReK, Mehta, and the All India Trained Nurses Association (Regd,.) 
by Shri H.R. Wadhwa, Advocate. 

After the statements of the Commission's witnesses had 
been recorded, Mrg, A. Mathew put in an application under Rule 4 
of the Central Commissions of Inquiry (Procedure) Rules 1960, 
through her counsel Shri. Bishamber Lal Khanna praying that six 
persons, namely, 

1. Shrip,A, Massey, Ward Master, 

2, Miss 4,D..Masih, Nursing Sister, 

5. Miss Doris Lal, Student Nurse, 

4. Miss Malvina Norman, Stucent Nurse, 

5. Miss Sudha Sud, Student Nurse, and 

€. Mrs, Bimla Bharewad, Departucntal Sister, who had 
already filed their affidavits may be called for cross-examinatione 
Her application was allowed and the above witnesses were examined 
as R.Ws,. 1 to 6, Thereafter Mrs, A. Mathew submitted another 
application under rule 4 of the Rules, through her counsel, 
preying that fifteen persons, namely, 

1. Mrs. 8, Wason, Sister Tutor, 

2, Shri Sri Prasad, Gate Keeper, 

3. Miss P.V. Aleyamma, Student Nurse, 

4, Miss Sushil hawla, Staff Nurse, 
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5. Miss fnne Mary, Ward Sister, 
6, Miss Tripet Arora, Staff Nurse, 
%, Miss’ K,R, Shantamma, Staff Nurse, 
& Miss Mariege Chacko, Student Nurse, 
9. Shri Hans Raj, Peon, 
10, Miss K.J. Blizabeth, Student Nurse, 
11, Miss Molly Mathews, Student. Nurse, 
42. Shri Yagya Narain, Upper Division Clerk, 
13. Miss Anjana Dey, Student Nurse, 
14. Col, B.L. Taneja and 
15. Dr. P Deish 
béi ewmgoned as defence witnesses, This application was allowed 
eandythe aforesaid persons wete examincd as R,Ws, 7 to 21, She 
wanted to appcar as a witness but subsequently gave up the idea 


and remained content by filing an affidavit. 


¢ BYE DELCE CON GRP A ARECE SRD 5 TDA TDRSS ce 

The evidence in this case comprises of affidavits of 
(1) Miss Vijay Bakhshi, Studenc Nurse, (2) Brig. Dr. H.B. Lall, 
Medical Superintendent, (3) Mr. Piara Singh f/o deceased, $4) 
Miss Urmila Devi, Student Nurse, (5) Miss Pushpa Kumari Sharma, 
Stucent’ Nurse, (6) Miss Asha Gupta, Student Nurse, (7) Miss Haider 
“aud, Lssistant Matron, (8) Mrs, R. Marangoly, Sistor Tutor (9) 
Miss F, Porh, Sister Tutor, Out of them, Nos,1,2,4 and 6 to 9 
were also examined by the Commission in crder to ascertain more 
Getails. The statements of (1) Miss Roshan Devi Saini, Student 
Nurse, (2) Mrs B, Thakur Dass, Matrom, (3) Dr. Bok; Sharda, 
Casualty Medical Officer, (4) Dr. R.K. Sath, ExBeputy Medical 


Superintendent and (5) Miss Veona 


Seeve 
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Gupta, ex-Studa@t Nurse were elso recorded, 

In order tc properly appreciate the real issues involve. 
in the matter it will be necessary to go briefly into the 
fdministrative set up of the two Hospitals, d,e., (I) Maulana 
izad Medical College and Associate Irwin and G.B. Pant Hospitals 
and (II) The “illingdon Hospital. 

(I) ae A AZKD MEDICAL COLLEGE AND ASSOCIATE IRWIN 


The Director-Principal is the head of this institution 
who is assisted by one Medical Superintendent Incharge of Irwin 
Hospital and one Additional Medical Superintendent who looks 
after the GB. Pan$ Hospital, Both of. them on the Nursing Side 
are assisted by Superintendent Nursing Services. Under her are 
two Nursing Superintendents — one incharge of the Irwin Hospital 
and the other of GB. Pant Hospital, In tum under each Nursing 
Superintendent come. 

1) 4ssistant Nursing Superintendent, 

11) Departmental Sisters, 

111) Sister Tutors, 
iv) Nursing Sistcrs and Home Sister, 
v) Staff Nurses including Public Health Nurses, 
and vi) Student Nurses, 
The duties assigned to each of the category of Nursing Staff 
as gathered from the evidence and documents on the record, in 
brief are as under! | 
(1) SUPERINTENDENT NURSING SERVICES 


(1) Supervision of Nursing Sprvices of Irwin Hospitc. 
and G.B, Pant Hospital; 


(14) Supervision of Nurses Training School; 


(i111) Selection of student nurses of Irwin and G.B,. P 
Hospitals 


Dee es 
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(iv) Supervision of Nurses Hostel; end 
ty) Perfotmence of such other duties of a general 
charc.cter as are asSigned to her by the Medical 
Superintendent and/qr Director~Principal from 
time to time, 


(2)NURSING SUPBRINTFNDENT NURSING SUPERINTENDENT, 


(TRWIN HOSPITAL) MATRON(GsBsPANT HOSPITST). 
(4) Nursing care, posting, etc., Overall inecharge of the 
entire services of the 
(44) Ward Administration; and Pant Hospital. 


(444) Incharge of the Little Stores 
of the Hospital. 


(3) ASSISTANT NURSING SUPERINTINDENT 


She primarily manages the Nurses Hostel of Irwin 
Hospital under the general control of the Superintendent 
Nursing Services and in so doing is assisted by Home 
Sisters, Staff Nuses etc, 


(4) DEPARTMENTAL SISTERS 


The Departmental Sisters look after the proper 
Maintenance of the wards in their jurisdiction in general 
Cleanliness, ‘replacement and repair of ward furniture, _ 
Maintaining a close liaison with the Ward Sisters, teaching 
of student Nurses in the wards, ete, Thsy are assisted 
by Staff Nurses in the discharge of their functions, 


(5) SISTER TUTORS | 


. Onc Nerses Training School is: attached to the 
Irwin Hospital and is housed in thr Nurses Hostel Building of 
the Irwin Hospitaa, It is run by the Sister Tutors under © 
the supervision of the Superintendent Nusing Services, 


(6) NUBSING SISTERS/STAFP NMURSES/STUDENT NURSES 
. The student nurses sre post.d in various warm 
by Sister Tutor and are given instructions by Departmental 
Sisters, Nursing Sisters and Staff Nurses of their 


respective W.mis who exorcise gencral supervision over 
their day to dey working in the ward, 


SCHOOL OF NURSING, TRWIN HOSPITAL 
The above institution has also a Nursing 
Training Centre attached to it where Training in General 


Nursing and Midwifery 
TO aaewe 
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ig imparted, The Irwin Hospital has 1068 and G.B. Pant Hosrital 
258 beds, The Nurses Training School is affiliated to the 
Punjab Nurses Registration Council and provides a course of 
instructions of about foy, academic years (3 years for 
general Nursing and six to nine months for Midwifery ) The 
School of Nursing was started somewhere in the year 1936 with 
one Sister Tutor and one Nursing Superintendent. With the 
efflux of time the number of students swelled and the school 
had on its roll at the relevent time about 260 students, S41x 
Sister Tutors and one Public Health Nurse were on the teacting 
staff. 

The minimum. qualification required for. admission to 
this school is Matriculation or its equivalent examination in 
full subjects preferably with Science Subjects frow a recognissd 
University or Board. Preference is given to those with higher 
qualifications, Aga limit preseribed for admission ranges 
between 17 and 25 years, Admissions to school are held twiee 
a year in the months of January and June and the average 
number of admission varies between 32 and 35 per term SHefore 
the admission the father or ggardian of the student is required 
to execute a bond undertaking inter sJia that in case the 
trainee gets adverse reports regarding her work or conduct 
during the period of training or fails to complete the training 
without any sufficient reason or fails to serve, if so requared, 
at all or for the period required or is discharged for 
misconduct while so serving, the father/gaurdian executing 
the bond is required to refimd on demand to Government half 


failing which such amount is recoverable as arrears of land 
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revenue... Further, the students are required to observe 
certain rules of conduct and are not allowed to marry during 
the period of training. Board and lodging in the Hospital ‘4s 
compulsory. They are given a stipend of Rs,109/~ pemmensem 
during the period of training and are required to meet their 
messing charges averaging ks,55/—~ pem. from the stipend, 

Since a lot has been said in ths affidavits and 
egruments addressed to me on points concerning the examinations 
jn the cases of Sumitra Chaudhry and Saroj. Bala Chadha (deceased 
student nursed} I would like to repreduce a few relevamt ryles 
regarding examinations from the prospectus ot the. school of 
Nursing, Irwin Hospital, New Delhi, in extensot® 


PROBATIONSRY PERION 


The student will he on probation for the first three 
‘months, During this time she will te given theoretical ad 
practical instructions and at the end of this period there 
will he an examination called the P.1T.S,. Bxamin tion. Only 
those whose work and conduct have been found sstisfactory 
during the probationery period snall be allowed to continue 
their training in this school, Those students who secure 
50% of more marks in each subject i,e. theory and practical 
Shell ke considered to have passed the P.1,35. Examination, 
If the candidate fails to qualify as per standard laid dow 
abcve she willl not be retained for further training. However, 
the Medical Superitendent ean use his ciscreticn in allowing 
the hopeful candidates to have more chance to appear for 
examination upto a maximum of three chances, No léave or 
sleep out pass will be given during probationary period, 


EXSMINA TIONS 

The candidate. shall ke required to take the following 
Cxaminations of the Bast Pungab Nurses Registration Cojncil 
curing her per3-c of training: 


1. Preliminary Nursing Edamination (General Nursinc . 
Ist year term, 

2e Qualifying or Final examination (General Nursin; } 

at the end of threc years. 
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5. Midwifery sxamination at the end of 9 months cx 
midwifery training i.c., epproximately afer 4 yours. 
training. 


Note 


&t the end of Second year all the students shall eve 
to take an examination which will te conducted by the Hospitsh 
and only those passing in this examination shall be allowed 
to join in the 3rd ycar class, 


A student shall not be given more than three echmecs 
in the. examination, 


LIST EXAMINATION OF THE PUNJAB NURSES REGISTRATION 
COUNCIL. 


Only those students who pass in all the subjects will 
be promoted tc the 2nd year, If a student fails in one subject 
only she may be allowed to attend lectures of the next year 
besides attending’ lcetures in the subject in which she has 
failed, and if she passes in the referred subject at the next 
@xamination she may be promoted and she may be permitted to 
¢continue training with her original batch of students. But 
if she fails for the second time din the same subject she 
will not be allowed to continue her training with next batch 
of students with whom she appeared in the examination for the 
end time and will also attend the lectures for the subject ijn 
which she failed. If she fails fur the 3rd time or fails to 
Sppear in the examination (except for reasons beyond her 
contrcl) she will not be allowed to continue her training, 


ff e student fails in more than one subject in th 
Ist year she will neither be promoted nor allowed to attend 
lectures with the second year class, If she passes in all 
subjects at the next examination she will be promoted to th_ 
end year class; but if she fails only in one subject she will 
not be promoted but may be allowed to emtinue her training 
with the same batch with whom she appeared in the examinaticn 


for the 2nd timc. But she will uave to attend lectures for 

the subject in which she failed and will appear in that subj.ct 
at the next examination, If she fails for the 3rd timc she 
will not be allowed to continue training but will have to 

leave the school, 


Only those whe pass in all the subjects will be pr-met24 
to 3rd year. In case of these whe will fail either incne or 
more subjects the rules regarding the 1st year examination 
will be applicable, Thcse whe do not pass in all the subjects 
at the 3rd chance will have: tc leave the schecl, 
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TIE SRD YEAR (GU LEEYING EXAMIN TION) HELD BY THE PaNaR.C: 


These who do not pass in all tne subjects at th tulve 
chance may have to leave the sehcol," 


II, THE-WULINSDON POsp ital 

The Administrative set up,of this hospital is simlr 
in nature, Medical Superintendent.1s tm overall incharge. 1 
is assisted by q Deputy Medical Superintendent cn the medic:1 
side and a Matron on the Nursing side who in tum has onc 
Assistant Matron and number of Sister Tutors, Ward Sisters, 
Staff Nurses and Student Nurses under her, 

SCHOOL OF NURSING, WITDINGDON HOSPITAL AND NURSING por. 

The general Nursing course started in the Willingdon 
Hospital in May 1963, This Huspital has at present 300 beds 
including 49 of the Nursing Home, The qualifications and the 
age limit prescribed for admission to this “chocl and the rul:s 
of conduct to be observed by the Student Nurses in the School 
and the Hostel are practically the same as those for Student 
Nurses of the Irwin Hospital School of Nursing. The duration 
of courses in General Nursing and Midwifery in this Schocu4 as 
alsc 3 yeers and 6 to 9 months respectively, The Student 
Nurses in this Schcol, too, are given a stipend of Bs,100/- 
per mensem. The rule® regarding exemination in this Schocl 
are as under? 

"  BXAMIMAG TONS. 
Le After the first 3 months cf P.1T.5. there will be 
examination. Those who are not. suecessful will be given anotne 
Chance within a morith and if they are still not successful 
ey Co be a a ee the training, 
ee 
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Ze There will be two public exeminations conducted by aR 
Punjab Nurses Registration Council. Thosc who age not 
successful in the selection cxamination conducted by the 
hospital authcrities will not be allowed to appear for the 
Punjab Nurses Registration “cuncil examination. Students wh. 
arc not successful will be given 2 more chances. In additin 
to the above, periodical tests emd monthly tests will alse 
be given. Only those students whc obtained 50 per cent marks 
in the examinaticns and tests amd in th practical work 
throughout will be sent up tc Council “xaminaticn," 

I shall now deal with the case of each of the five 
deceased student nurses separately, 

MISS SARGJ BALA CisgDia 

Miss Saroj Bala (hadha after passing her Higher Secondary, 
Examination of the Central Board of Secondary Education, New 
Delhi from the Government Girls Higher Secondary School, Karol 
Bagh, Néw Delhi in the yenr 1963 joined the School of Nursing, 
Irwin Hospital on 1,.2,1964. Her date of birth is 5.5,1945, 
Her mother had died during her infancy but her father was alive 
when she joined the Nursing School, He also died later on, 
Thereafter, her uncle Shri Ram Lal Chadha used to look after 
her. She passed the P.T.S. examination in the month of April 
the same year, She could not pass the preliminary examination 
held by the Punjab Nursing Registration Council, hereinafter 
referred to as the P.N.R.C., in her first attempt as she failed 
to get fifty per cent marks in the Nursing. She was able to pass 
this examination held during the month of Septmeber,the same veer 
in the second attemt. She cleared the second year hospital 
¢xemination in the month of Marah, 1966 but she failed in the 
third year examination conducted by the P.N.ReC» in the month 
of March 1967 and again in September 1967, Each time she went 
down in all the three subjects, i.e. Nursing, Medicine and 


Surgery. ie 
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Miss Sheela Soni and Miss Updesh, twc student nurses, 
were her elass-fellows and intimate friends. The first of then 
also shared a room in the hostel with her, On 11,12,1367 doth 
of these student nurses were on duty in the uperation theatre 
from 7,30 A.M, to 3.30 P.M. when ehe conveyed them the happy 
wews that both cf ther passee in the Midwifery Examinatiog, 

O®8 an enquiry, she informed thaw that her result was not oyt 

as yet, These two student nurs:s during lunch interval ¥sited 
Miss Chadha's room where they found her sulking n»s she Bad 
faited in the examination. Misa Chadhe cid not joim her aAyty 
at 8,80 P.M, and, in fact, was net t- be secn im the hostel 
even during the night. Miss L. Jadhav, Assistatt Matrof, 
infcrmed Mrs, he Mathew, Superintend-nt Nurs‘ng Services, by 
her note which is on the perscnal file of the deceased stydebt 
Aurse that she had left the hostel after her result. The 
Syperintendent Nursing Services on this report observed, "I want 
to see her," 

Miss Soni anc Miss Updesio beth thought that Miss 6badha 
might have gone to her uncle's place ik. Korel Bach, They, 
therefore, went to his nouse and found her sitting there in.a 
Sullen moody These girls were able tc restore her tonfidénee 
avd bring her back tc the hostel on the evening of 12,19,1%€7 
where they all had dinner together. Miss Chadha informed them 
that her uncle had advised her tc give up her studies if she 
found that it was not possible for her tc get through. The 
night passed of peacefully. Miss Chadha was cn duty from 4,30 P.M 
to 7,30 P.M, on 13,.12,1967, After her duty hours all the three 
student nurses had their dinner tcgethcr, Thereafter Miss Chadha 
went to see one of her relations whe had been aduitted 
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as an indoor patient in the Male Surgical Ward, Sho Im fact 
managed to gct 1. bed for him tharg. On her roturn she wont to 
the room of Miss Updesh whicn was shared by her with Miss 
‘Kharinae As cexprossed by Miss Upceash in her afficavit,. 

Miss Chadha had not reconetlec till thon to her failure in the 
examination and more so when two of her friends had besome 
Staff Nurses. Miss Juliar nlsc com: to the same room, Miss 
Khanna in the mean time loft for har night duty... Miss. Juliis, 
Miss Updesh and Miss Chichi slept in the samo room, The first 
two of them shared one bed whilc “fOss Chadha slapt on the 
second bed, On the morninz of 14.12.1967 at 6,45 AiMs Miss 
Updesh: found Miss Chadha lying unconscious inher bec. She wont 
running to Miss Soni's room cn brought her where Miss Chadha 
was lying. The Home strff wis also given the necessary 
information, Miss Choiha was takon to the Smergoney Wane for 
treatment from where sho wis shifted.to the Resuscitation Ward. 
She could not be saved inspite of the best treatment. She 
died at 2.45 ..M. on 20.12.1967, 
3. . Dre SeS. Kaushal, Police Surgeon, Delhi perfotmed post- 
mortem-an hor dead boty on the sem. day. He obsorvec as under: 
"CeRM. complete. Body 111 nourished.. Conjunctiva 
pale. Trachostomy wouni or front of neck. Surgic gl 
stiched wound near right groin. Nails: Aivic. Trochia 
congested. Both lungs deeply congested and somawhog 
frothy on section. Hoart shows sub -porict ife ‘L pin 
point haemorrhage on left ventricle, Stomch empty, 
MoM. congested. Liver ani Maney. deeply :congu'stad. 
Uterus aan and normil.: Vaginz Loose admits two’ 
fingers<casily. Skull, brain an other dafts normal." 


The stomach wash an‘ viscern which had teen vreservad 


sent to the Chemical axaminer for report. The Chemical 
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Examiner-ia his roport ‘ater 29,5,1968 wrich is ou the Ti.ues 
fies opive? that Secon-lostimise? at 70 mgs was four. in the 
stomich wash. In his secon’ resort which is “ateé 02.1968, he 
ga e out that 1.9 nolson was foun’ in the stomach, fu-enm, uyour 
eae foot of small intestine with contents, pieces of liver, 
splesn an* kieney. he ‘Coctor vio he? ver ormes the autopsy 
in his report to the »olica state@ that in his ovitton death 
of Miss Chadha was die to Seconal poisoning, 
Se The avove facts have bee: collecte¢ from (a) the versoml 
file of Miss Cimé@hna, (b) the .ffieavits of her two fri ens, Miss 
Upresh ane Miss Soni, (c) post-mortem seport of the Police 
sungeon, (@) the Chemical Exiuniner'ts report ané (e) the Inquest 
reaert Arawn up by the policé ‘Uneer tke »rovisions of the Code 
of Griminal Proce@ure. These f:cts have not been contraverted 
hr any one of She purties whos vere! te king art in the procee*i ¢ 
before the Commission except tht My R.K. Mehta, learner couns~| 
for the Delhi Nurses Associition mainteainec that Miss Unefesh an‘ 
Miss Soni were sent dv Mrs. A. Mathsw, Superintenfent Nursing 
Jervices an@ Miss A. Jadhav, Assistant M.tron to the house of 
hiss Chadhats unele to bring her back, anc that these two stuéeent, 
nurses on teaching the house of Miss Chaali'ts uncle informed 
ner that the Superincendent Mursing Services and the Assista:.! 
Metron were very angry with her uné they wante¢ her to be 
back in the hostel immediateljy. According to him this actina 
of: the Superinvencent Mursiig Services ard the Assistant Mat; 
was uncallec for an@ inéeeé rash. It ceprivee Miss Chacha of 
the wholesome influence which her fauily members were having 
her perturbed mind. I have very carefully gone thrauszh the 
afficeavits of Miss Updesh ané Miss Soni, Both of them have 


wee lB/~,. 
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stated in very clear terms that they went to Miss Chacha on 
their own ané were not sent there by any one of the hostel 
authorities. They further state? that Miss ChaAha on her 
return t: the hostel was not sent for either by Mrs, A.Mathow 
or Miss L. Jachav ane sv the question of their repriman@ing her 
for leaving the hostel withwut permission cid not arise, Shri 
Ram Lall Chacha uncle of Miss Chacha has mentioned in pura 7,2 
of his affidavit that two of the rom mates of his niece visite? 
his house curing his absence and aske€ Rer to return to the 
hostel as the SGuperintencent was very mich annoye- with her and 
that they compellec her to accompany then to the hostel in his 
absence, The deponent has not given the source of his information 
ané as such his testimony carrieé little weight, There is 
inéeee no reliable evifence on the record to suggest that these 
‘two girls went to Miss ChaéBa'ts uncle's house at the instance 
of someboa€y else, It is true that Miss L, Jachav ha‘ reporteé 
to the Superintenfent Nursing Services aboit Miss Chacha's 
leaving the hostel without permission but this wis her duty, 
The Superintenient Nursing Services also observec in ratine 
that she woul?’ like to see Miss Chaefha, These two facts are 
har¢cly sufficient to emble ne to hold as the lezrner counsel 
for the Delhi Nurses Association wante“ me to ¢o that Miss Soni 
and Miss Upeesh were Airectec either by the Superintenrent 
Nursing Services or by the Assistant Matron to proceec to 
Mr. Chacha's house anf bring her back to the hostel, 
Ge Tnere is no cenying the fact that Miss Chadha inspite 
of her two attenpts coulA not tass the thire year examimtio 


conducter by the PN R.C. ane somech so that in her secon* 
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attempt she faile? in all the three subjects, This probably 
mace her believe that 1% woul never be possible for her to 
qualify us a mrse and lead her to take the fatal f@ose of 
Secomui, a class of barbiturates on the night between 13th 

an? 14th ecember, 1967, It is undourbtecly a case of suicire 
cormmitteed by a stucent ina svirit of helplessness an? depresses 
state of min¢, I woule not like to leave the matter here 
because the evieence further suggests that the Irwin Hospital 
A@ninistration and all other concerne* hac not been taking 
adequate interest in the teaching of student mrses, On the 
other hand, these stucent mrses were being utilisee more as 
menbers of permanent mirsing personnel. The emphasis was not 
on the teaching but carrying ot roitine work in the ward which 
faileé to advance their knowledge of the subjoct substantially, 
ve ‘There are 260 student mirses in the School of Nursing, 
Irwia Hospital, Sdx tutors and one Public Health Nurse are 
resvonsible for their trainine., According to the standaré 
prescribed by Indian Council of Nursing as admitted on all 
Sifes the mmber of tutors shoulé have been 12 inclucing ore 
Public Health Nurse, . Besides, there should have been one Home 
Sister for every fifty students with an assistant for every 
adfitional fifty. In this connection reference my be mide to 
the Syllabi and Regulations for the Courses in General Nursing 
and Midwifery by the Indian Nursing Council (page 1 ané 6) ane 
the statement of Miss Cherian, (C,W.14) Nursing A@viser to whe 
Government of India, It may be further mentioned here that two 
Sister Tutors and one Nursing Sister only stayeé in the hostel 


and four bister Tutors Lived cutsice, 
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There was only one whole-time paid Mome Cistur and another 
was elected by the inmates of the nurses hostel for a deminer 
period. This inadequacy in staff indeed adversely affectou 
the teaching of the young student nurses not only in the 
cltss-room but also in the wards. furthermore, accordtir 
to the principles laid by the Indian Nursing Council a 
student nurse was required to put in cight hours work in a 
day both in the class-room and the ward. Mr.W.A.Baid, 
CwWeL5S, Master Tutor with an aenenes of fifteen years 
cLloarly brought out thet Ward Sisters would change the 
duty hours of the student nurses in such a manner that 
they had to attend to their classes during off hours and 
work for eight hours in the ward. cHe went on to say that 
the above irrsgularity was brought to the notice of 
Superintendent Nursing Services but inspite of it the 
Ward Sisters continued to follow this odd practice. 
According to him the Ward Sister would not allow the 
student nurses to go to the class and insist on them to 
work in the ward. Mrs. S.eWason, ReWs7, who had also been 
a sister Tutor in this school for seven years, doposed in 
the following terms ¢- 
"Student nurses while in this training school 
have miny difficulties. They have too much 
strain of ward work as they have to do sight 
nours a day duty there. When they are on dutv 
in the evening, they have to attend classes in 
the evening which means thit they have to be buer 
almost all the twelve hours. Whenever they ir- 
night duty they have also to attend to their 


classes in day time," 
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Colonel B.L. Taneja (ReW.S0) who hid been Medical 
gup2rintendent of Irwin Hospitel from Spt umber 1947 to 1950 
anc again from May 1958 to th: on’ of P.bruiry 1964 in his 
statement conecsced thit Stucunt Nurses wore not treated 
exclusively as Stuimt “Nurses on. utilis. in the hospital 
‘for paticnt care which he thoueht was not fair although 
cortain amount of peiectice:1l trainine wast necessirye 
Dr.Diesh (RsW.21) who hat lone vssocei- tion with this 
Hospital 1s St ff ‘Surecon, Adtitions1 Mu ieal Supvrinteandent 
anil Medienl Superintandont a’mitts:. that Student “urses 
wore utilised as fully trainer. nurs:os beexnus of tho paucity 
of traint#ed nurses in th. hespitel. thers is no evidence 
to point out to the contrdry-béfor:. the Comission. . The 
stucont nurses were not Loft-with culfficient time and 
laisure to pursue thoir stulBosyin thu class room or 
outside which seriously jmoprnatsed th ir els nace of 
success in the exaninition. Thowsylirabus for the courses 
in General Nursines -s presertbe™ by Tnlien Nursing Council 
is comprehensive nn: intoac roguire’”? wos) “ual of systematic 
anc regular teaching in tus clnss room. Ths syllabus is 
given at prge ll of th: book, 'Sylicbi onc Regulations for 
the Courses in Gonor:1 Nursing an’ Mitwifsry!' by Indian 
Nursing Council ani for rooty roference is raproduced 
bolows- 

‘Minimum hours for 


form:l instruction 
(thoory an’ practical) 





I.BASIC SCISENC 253 


Anatomy and Piysiolozy 80 
Physics and Chomistry 30 
Microbiology 30 
Pharmicology 15 
Nutrition 30 


Psychology me 
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Minimum hours for 
forncL instruction 
(vaeory and practical) 


TI. PRIVCIPLSS AND PR.CTICIS OF NURETBES : 


Fundamentals of Nursing 150 
Blements of “Nursing Acministroation 20 
Health. Tesching « 10 


TIT. NURSING s 


Introduction to Moeiesl Selaunce 15 

Mecical Nursing } 200 

Surgical Mursing 9 

M:tern il and Chil. Nursing 15 (Maternal) 

35 (Child) 

Psychiatric “Nursing 15 

Community Nursine 20 

Emorgency Nursing(Inecluding First ai.) 20 


IV. COMMUNITY ORGAVTZATIONs 


Slementary Sociolvoevy .Ac’Sie@enemics 15 
Parsonal ant Snvironmental Hostth 35 
Health ani Socinal Services of India 20 


Ve PROF SSSTONAL UNDEASTANDING ¢ 


History of Nursing LO 
Professionnl Adjus tino wees LO 
Professional AcjustmoptsGa) 8 
Professional Troni's 5 
808 . 


I have seen tay text books of soes of tyes subj cets which are 
quits voluminous, gsin, gd: OF toe abov: subjects are quite 
new f0 th: stucants who ontar the Ssenoel of Nursing after 
passing their. MoteLloniation txwinition, nence goo’? C.al of 
intensive coaching his to ba lone to “nible then to have an 
intelligent grasp of ti. same. Inteo’ the young stucents 
eoulc not have benafites by the haiphazare ini ersual tonching 
of these civerse subjects as is bving <¢one in the Irwkn 
Hospital Sehool of Nursing with the result thit 2 few serious 


students also failed in the examinations anc evidently not for 
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their own shortcomings or neglect of stucies. Theo fault lay 
in the svstom ot teaching ~ni improper utilis tien of thoir 
talents time an? enerey. 

The authorities zoncerned with the running of the School 
of Nursing, Irwin Hospital, have not given any oxplunation 
much less ..equate 2Xplanation ns. to why the Jirectives given 
by the Inflicn Nursing Council rogarcing the staff etc. had 
not been faithfully complies with. s&ccorcing to this cirective 
as already pointe? out there shoul’ neve becn thirteen tutors 
And one Home sister for cvery fi*tty student- nurses 2te. In 
qidition, there shoul? Avve boon 2 counsellor “os gui e and 
advice the young stucont nurses wien face wita difficulties 
relating to their hostc. or, domestie lifes. I sm told by 
Dr. N.P.Singh, Professer offineceth si ology, Maulann &zad 
Melical Colloge, RwW.e2, tht such \ counsellor hig boon 


appointed for ths buncfit yEeEA EeMSulan2 wzal Maciesl College 
stucdonts. Strangely cnough the yovng stuccnt nurses who 
roquire the halp of suon . GOUNB@PI or all the ore have been 
ignored. 

S$ wmss A.Jacob, Presis.ent of Trained Nurses Association 

in her afficovit dated 19.7.1968.an1 iliss AeCharian C.W.14, 

in her statement hive brought out the .bove tefects in the 
running of this School'of Nursing. Curiously: enough Incian 
Nursing Council ani th: P.N.3.0. took no effective steps to 
seo tnat the instructions issued by th: former ara effectively 
carried out by such an importint .nf® big Sehool of Nursing 
located in tho enapital of Indin, They shoulc, if I may say so, 
have inspectst such schovls as often as possible to see that 


the teaching of young student nurses was being concuected 
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strictly according to rules and thot they were not bsing 
utilised by the hospital suthoritics in place of traintd 
nurses. TI mean to say thot amphcsis shoul’ have boon more on 
their teaching site even in the wire than on trking of routine 
work from them which wis resporsbility of the Staff Nurses or 
class IV servants.s Dr.N.P. Singi in his statement has pointed 
out that in the Irwin Hospitil wt timos tho gtucont nurses 
are requirec to Co the work which is normally cone by class IV 
servants becuase they are not armrblse to “iseipline ane will 
aot obey thelr superiors such 1s staff nurse oid ward sister. 
I have no hesitation in coming to the coneclucior thet if the 
School of Nursing, Irwin Ho.piterl hai followe! the guide lines 
laid down by the Indi-:. oJ otfreidiemNursing ocfectively, their 
students including Mise Chidma woul. have tairec much better 
in the examinations eoné “iti byl whe 2.N.R-C. I have obtained 
a statement showing the peursenthgz.cof successful stucents in 
this school which shows vety poor nerformece. 
CONCLUSIONS: 

(i) Miss Ssroj Baly Chadhe commtted suicile by tiking a 
fatal dose of seconal, «| type of bark turate on the 
night between 13-14 Dacinb se 1967 as x rasult of which 
she diad at 2.45 i.M. on 20.19.1967, She dic so in a 
depresse’ state of min’ b3cause of her failure in the 
Third Year Bxaminatios . 

(41) The administration ¢ neernsd with tho runniag of the 
Nursing Schorl Trwin ‘ospitel hrve not followed the 
principlss lait “own by the Inlinn Council of Nursing 
in the Syllabi anc Rorulations fer the Courses in 
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Gencral Fursineg an. “Towiferv. They should have 
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appointed the requires numbor of Tutors ane Home Sister 
ete. as laic down thersin. In ad“ition, the rippointment 
of 4 counsellor was very necess ry who would be ins 
position to guive and assist the young stucont nurses in 
solving their difficulties connected with hostel or <iomestic 
life. Such a counsellor nis alreacy be sppointac for 
the benefit of the “faulann Azad Mevical College stucents. 
The warc duties of stucent nurses shoul. bs so phased 
they they re left with enough time an? cnergy to pursue 
their studies which are onerous in nrture. I am of the 
confirmed view that if the guice lines lni“ down by the 
Incian Nursing Council had been frithfully followec, 
studants like Miss Chidhv who accor ing to her two friends 
ana class mites, Miss sonisARe Stiss Uptosh an Master Baid 
(C.Wel5) was quite, well beinneed, intelligent ind serious 
about studies woul’ hive dOne better in her TII year 
exanination ant thereby p@@mhkps nor lif: saved. 


(fit) There is no oviccnee on the resor.. te show that Miss 
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Saroj Bala Chataa had any other sorious complications 
in hor “life such ts lack of funds for parsing her 
studies or ontunglement in love affairs cte, 
MESS PRaM LAT. SANDIL 
Hiss Prem Lata Santil wis the ssecone to te amongst 
the stutent nursss of the Irwin Hospital. She was born on 
8.8,1948 ni after passing her mtriculatio examination from 
the B.M. Government Girls Higher Seemdary School, Shahdara 
Poinec. the School of Nursing on the 16th June 1966, She 


obtainad as many as 612 marks out of 800 which indeed was very 
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crecitabl:. She feile. in the written prner of unmatony in 
her first attempt of the P.T.S. Sxwination. She, however, 
obtrinea very hich marks in Nursin:,. Sh. cleared this 
examination in her seevn) nttempt in’ the sonth of October,1966. 
She took her prelimintry exasinetion son uctsi by tho P.N.R.Ce 
in the yerr 1967 but fail:' in Nursing ana Jnitvouy, She did 
well in Hygiene. She got through this cxruminiatio helu in theo 
month of March 1968 in hor sacond sttempt. The rosult was 


recoived in the hospital .fter her cuath. I hive purposely 
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given hor verformance in these virivsus examinnitions to 

show that even go01 students like ner di7 not fair well becuase 

of the cefceet in the teaching syst. which had alreacy been 

brought out by me while texting withthe crise of Miss Chatha. 
Miss Sandil's personal file shaws that she was once 

warned by the Superintendent Mursing Services in writing on 

30.3.1967 as she hac eone cutsok tha Irvin lisspital premises 

in her uniform and when ask to oxpdiin ner c.ndcuet gave 


ag 


some 2Xplun2ation which was foun. due unsitisfactory. There 
is nothing else on this rocorc worthy of notice here. She 
went t2 her parents on 28.35.1595 ig hig bien “iseleosed by her 
father, Shri Ram Chander Sun, in his affiJdivit anil was in a fit 
stote of monte Lt tecr bs nontione > here tn-t sone time after 
goining the school shic poerehanes met 3aukti jJudan, C.W.16, in 
a bus when both of thom wore trov-liing from the side of 
In‘ustrisl Training Institu:., Pus. towir's the Irwin Hospital. 
This meeting cavelopo. into 2 friendshiy so much so that they 
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C3seided to marry. Miss Scndil's p-rents -pprovec of the marriag 


but the father of Shuktl Sudan 22 n-t lige the idea. The 


en Bae 
couple then decided to enter into . eivi} om rrtage Sfig tt 
fact, had put in their application on 21.9,1967 betors cnet 
VK. Kapoor, Marriage Officer uncer the. provisions of Special 
Marringe ict, 1954, In the application she g:ve her age ag 19 
years and $hekti Sutan 20 years rn? 5 months. Both of them 
filéd this ipplication in person vefore .ths officer concerned 
but after the expiry ot 2 period cof three months, the notice 
wis Mlec as both of them failec t:> turn up. Thereifter, 
Miss Sancil continued her studivs as usu.ie 

Mrs. Nirmal Shori was ths Ward Sister incharge of the 
Male Surgical Ware IV curing: the month of .pril,1963. Miss 
ae Prashad wis coing nicht uty in this war’. Miss Sandil 
went to the ward om 4.4,.1968 at98s00-A.M, to tiks.over from 
the nurse on night duty. Itdshatdoret that Miss Sancil ana 
Miss R.Proshad had some arguments In the Nurses! Duty Room. 
Mrs. Shori in orcusr to separatiiol gop. of them “irected Miss 
Sencil to coms to the ward Wre-ntten’ to ner duty. Miss 2. 


Prashac before leaving tho war’ 4s sania t have hanced over a 


sed 


chit to Mrs. Shori ssying th t Tiss Sancil wos unnecassarily 
blaming her for going to tao picture with 2 patient's relation 
while she had gone to the picture horself. 

Mrs. Shorl on 26,3.1968 Curing icv pun of the ward 
observed that one of the patients, Khor vhin” by mane had 
developed bot sore. She reportid tio mtter to the Superinten- 
dent Nursing Services who in tur Jirecte! Mrs. aKurtakose, 
Departmental Sister, t. Look into thoumitter. This Departmental 
Sister as the T11 luck woul! have it wont w- the wart on 4,.4,.1968 
in the morning to maks inquivies into this cvmplaint. The alter- 


M we ction between Miss R. Preshac wt? Miss SanJlil in the 
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earlier part of the morning was brought to her notiee, She 
explains in her afficavit that Miss Suncil was alreoty erying 
when she met her, while Mrs, Shori scys thit Mrs. 4.Kuriakose 
mada sone inquiries from Miss Sandil about her coming to the 
word without uniform ané scolded her on that seore rs a result 
of which sh. started weeping loudly anc bitturly. MrssKuriakose 
is. alleged to have left the bed sore inquiry incomlote ana 
went to the roon of Superintenmient Nursing Services te roport 
the matter but did not find her in the offico room. Sh3, there-~ 
fore, marrated the inci~ont to Miss Levln Jachiv, Assistant 
Matron and after some time to the Suporintencent Nursing 
Services, Mrs. A. Mathcw also who cirvete her to senc the 
two students nurses to her onetho following (1v, 1.0. 5.41068. 
Mrs. Shori has explained in her affivavit thit she tried to 
console Miss Sandil anc, in Mees gave her a glass of water to 
drink an. wash her face. 

Miss: Sandil after Joing her “uty for some timo requested 
Mrs. Shori to change her cutyrfroaythe afternoon. to the ovoning 
as sho was not in a fit stete of dnd. Sho wont to the hostel 
for moils at about 11.00 1.7, with iss ‘0 riamna Mathew and 
from thers to her room. At about 2,00.P.M. om the saime aay 
Miss R.Dhillon inforre. Miss Mariamma Mataew that “Ass Sandil 
still in unit *m was lying unconscious in her room, The 
informition was conveyed immedintely to tho Home Sister who 
arrangad to shift Miss Sundil te th. Resuscitation wird where 
sha wns treated for birbiturite poisoning but with no succcsse 
She breathed her last at 8.55 P.M. on 9.4.1968. Her fathor 
had earlier been informed that she ha’ boon fount lying 


unconscious in her room and was being troite. in the hospital. 
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Ho remaine nearabout her daughter all through. She is said to 
have regains consciousness in the course of hor treatment 
ane tolc her father that he shoulc not worry as she would 
get well an’ then settle her accounts with the hostel people 
who had been troudling her. 

Dr. Bishnu Kumi, ifeac of the Department of Forensic 
Medicine, Maulan: age. sedicrl Colleges porformel post-mortem 
on the dene bocy of this unfortunnt. stucont nurse at 10.50 AM, 
on 10.4.1968. He obseivedr is uniore:- 
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External convitions of the “3a¢ boy - Dor. body of 1 young 


girl of good built. Riger clortis present in both 
the upper and lower limbs. MFingor tips anc toe 
tips - more orn left Side - gingrenous. Bluish 
“iscoloration wi vesicles on tne medical surface 
of left thigh app fremirnt of left log present 
(? Gengrenous). 


Byess- Both closed. Corner hazy. Sub-conjunctivzl haemorrhage 
dark - in the left eye in d.uter an’ upper part. 


S§N.Os-Blood stained flui’) from nostvils «n mouth. 
several. blue pitches Arfsrieghtaion! left forearms and 
left thigh present. 


Injuriess- (1) Cut-open drio weundsy en both the legs (one on 
each side) in lower an’ inner part. 


(2) Cut open “rip woune’ om: in cach cubital fossa 
on cither sliue. 


(3) Vartienl trecheostomy woun. present - stitched. 
Internal Bxaninations-— 
Abdomen - Stomich - walls congested very much at one place 
and redenning all over. Cortents dark brown - 
altered blood present. 


Small intestines - dark blood :ixed semi-liquid material. 
Walls NAD. 


Large Intestines - dark blood mixed faeces and gases. 
mills MAeDe 
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Liver 
Spleen §Intensely congested. 
Kidneys $ 


Bladder - Evpty ~ walls stained slishtl, from blood. 
Chest Trichea - Trncheostomy wounu - wills congested. 
Lungs - Botn snow consolidation in patches and pleural 
reiretior on righs side. small miltiple 
hiemurrhiges spots present. 


Heiurt - Nei..De 


Head Smill nin point hiemorrhrigis spots in the substance of 
the brain 2t several places. 





Uterus NeaeD. ~ Normmail-size ind no blsod clot etc. inside. 

The stomach wosh nd viscerm waire sent to the Chemical 
gxaminer, Prtiain for report. His two reports dated 25.5.1968 
were received bick by the end of the sime month. He reported 
that opium estimited xt 2.28 grammes)*;1s found in the stomach 
wish while no poison could be detceted in wny prt of the 
vieceri, Dr. Bishnu Ku.wr in hisino e d:tec 18.6.1968 on the 
back of the post-mortem report now Lorminx part. of the inquest 
file on the bisis of this report Spined tait the death in 
this case wis due to opium polsching most probably. Blood and 
urine test of 'fiss Sandil concdveved on 4.4eluyi% .nd after 
at the instenese of th traatire, ooysician- wis not available 
to Dr. Uishnu Kumir.. Tite test wis positive for barbiturate, 
It appears .s has been suggested by Shri Nin Chander Sen, 
father of Miss Sandil, in his af"iuavit.tin.t:she had taken 
morphine ind sieceping pills in futsal dsses to commit suicide. 

There is ng manner of doubt th t Miss Sandil committed 
suicide by taking fital doses of barbiltur:te. wd morphine. 
Nobody suggested and much l:ss proved that she met her end 
otherwise. 
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The circumstances lending to her committing of suicide. 
are not involved or ¢omplicated. J have alrendy mentioned 
that in her personal file only @éne wirning was rdministered 
to her on 30.38.1967 for going out of the hospit.l permises in 
nurses! uniform and when asked to explrin her conduct, give 
wrong explanation. Th: papers on her personnal file do not 
even remotely indicate th-t subsequently sne ever tried to 
be 1 nuistnce to the Nursing School authorities. ‘the learned 
counsel for the Delhi Murses Associ tion urged thrt rebukes 
and scoldings administered by Mrs. eKuritkose and Mrs. Nirmal 
Shori to Miss Sondil on the morning of 4.4.1968 and with no 
opening left to her to seek redress from proper quirters 
motivated her to end her life in-such) trigic circumstancas. 
The learned counsel for the Hospital .dszinistration, however, 
maintained that her 1f%:irs with shakti Sudan, Romesh Cholani 
and others were responsible for upsetting ner ventrally. I 
hive examined both these stories wita meti-ulous cire and I am 
inclined to gree more with the Tearned counsel for the Delhi 
Nurses Association for the reasons reernitvlated hereingfter. 

Shekti Sudan wis examined by the Commission 2s (C.W.16),. 
He his been very frank in his statement waich impressed me rs 
correct. He has deseribed in letiil as to how he met Miss 
Sandil for the first tlie in the bus and both of them developed 
liking for 2ach other. In his view it wis 2 case of love at 
first sight. According to him their friendship became more 
intimate and. they decided to mirry o:ech other. The prrents 
of the girl approved of th: match but his own father steod 
in the way. He went on to state that both of them then 


d3ciced to enter into civil marring: before the Mirriage 


5 
Officer. He explained-as to how he went to Lucknow in search 
of an’ employment and why he coyld not return to Delhi on the 
appointed diy for mirriage. Heris said t© hive explained 
his position to Miss* Sindil on. the telephon.: which satisfied 
ner. I would lik> to point out thet tnwir civil marriage could 
not have been performed sarlier than the 1 ttor part of the 
month of April 1968 and: by then Miss Sandi] had died. Shakti 
Sudan hrd given his ago in ths civil marriage application dated 
20.9.1967 as 20 younrs ond 5 months. Ho could not hrve entered 
into a civil. marrivgs b.fore attainins th. t¢0 of 21 years vide 
section 4 of the Spscirl Marricvgd Act. It'is also in his 
testimony. that Romesh Cnalani his friend informed him that 
his parents had met Miss Prem Lata Sindil in the hostel and 
advised her to complete her training first sand then they would 
agree to perform thoir marriage in the strict orthodox Hindu 
style. The summary of his parents!’ talk with Miss Sxndil was 
conveyed to him by her when hg came bick to Delhi after some 
time. Both of them appeared to have scgreed to the rbove advice, 
Shakti Sudan emphitienlly miintained during his 2xamination 
before the Commission thit he continu:a to love Miss Sandil 
to her’last and tht he never’gavo up his ider.of marrying 
Hore It 1s in his deposition th-t on recsivine telegram from 
his friend Romesh Chaleni whon bho wis at Lucknow about the 
death of JAss Sandil h: got shocked and immicdirtely came to 
Delhi to convay nis condolences to the prrents of this 
unfortunate girl. xls statement found ample eorroborition 


from the testimony of Romesh Chalini: who wis examined 1s C.Well, 


ces eae 
He denied having any évil intentions towards Miss Sandil. 


He emphatically gave out that it wis on Shakti Sudan's request 
that he used to tike out Miss Sundail for snopping, w:lks etc. 
dt ing the absence of Shakti Sudan. His stetement found ample 
support from letter Exhibit GaWed6 produced by Shakti Sudan 
during his examination. This letter was written in Hindi by 
Miss Sandil to Romesh Chulani and shows that she took him as 
a brother of Shakti Sudan avd no more. Both these witnesses, 
Shakti Sudin and 2omesh Chalini, were eposs-ex.u"ined at length 
by the learned counsel for the Hospital Aadministrition and 
Trained Nurses.assooi tion of Indix und Mrs. 4. ifithew, 
Superintendent Nursing Services but nothing waich could impair 
their credit was found. It will, therefore, sve wrong to hold 
that Miss Sandil's love aff*tr with Shakti Sudan and connection 
with Romesh Chalani' brought complication in her life beyond 
solution and made her. comiit suicide. | 

I have before me un if fidevit of Miss M.A. Alyamma, a 
student nurse, who shored therrogm with Miss Sir7il at the 
time of her denth wherein she give vur thet Mics Prem Lata 
Sandil was not pure ing her studies in the ricat way. I am not 
inclined to .ccept her version 2s corract because Prem Lata 
Sandil pissed in her examination 2-lthougn the result was 
received after her death. Har offidavit seems to hive been 
inspired by persons who stood to suffer by the present inquiry. 
She has also mentioned thit :f{ss Prem Lat: Szndil used to go 
out with Shakti Suécn ne Romesh Chailani su often. I have 
discussed this matter in detail ind pointed out that her 
connection with thes: two personedid not in any way brought 


complications in her life. Miss M.4a. ilyamma very curiously 
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have mentioned in piarn 28 of her affidavit that Miss Sandil 
could not decide 7s to whom out of two, namely, Shekti Sudan 
and Romesh Chalani, she should marry and hence in tht conflict 
she sndee hor life. This pirt of hur statement has been 
mentioned only to »¢ ignored. Miss Leelamna Uthuppu in her 
affidavit has talked .rbout -n incident which is alleged to 
have happened when she wis sharing the sick room in the nurses! 
hostel with Miss Sendil. According to her lot of young men 
used to come to sea Miss Sandil and beheve. towrrds her in an 
unbecoming manner. JI am not impressed by her version because 
4f what she said had beon correct the matter would have been 
brought to the notice of the authorities with serious 
consequences. The story i1ppears to.be an “fter thought and 
propoundec .t the instance of guilty persons. Miss Veena 
Pharma another student re who wis quit2 close to Miss Prem 
Lata Sandil in hor affi divi taieteseph.t Miss Sincil told 
her that she wis in love» with Shikti Sudarn an would marry him, 
This shows that Miss Srincil wadeoone secret vbout her .sttachment 
with Shikti Sudan who 21so0 rociprocate | her Lov. with equal 
intensity. If Miss Ssncil hoe boon so irresponsible vs these 
two student nurses, Miss Mea. alyam: .:Hss Iovlamma Uthuppu 
wanted me to believ. Miss Veena Shiru. woul.’ have supported them 
because she was newrer to Miss Sindil tacn thom. Therefore, 
the story tht Miss Senitil committod suiciecs beeucse of her 
lover affairs with Shakti Suien ini Aomesh Chalani has to be 
discarded anil more 39 whim sha in her momerts of consciousness 
curing her perio’ of tro:tment in tr: esuscitition, Wird told 


her father that on gotting well she woul. yeaquately deal with 


wat TS las 

the Hostel people who had mace her life nisernble.e. She is said 
to have namec Mrs. Matnhow, Sister Miss Y°c.v, Sister Mrs.Short, 
Sister Melik, id House Surgeon Dr.Milhotra (Stucont Doctor) ,2s 
the persons who hit be-n'harassing her. In this connection the 
affidavit in Hinci of her father Rim Chander Sen is referred. 
Romesh Chalani (C.W.11) also corroborated his testimony. 

Mrs.s Nirmal Shori, Ward Sister and Mrs. i.Kurinkose, 
Departmental Sister both in their affidavits Acve conceded 
that on the morning of 4.4.1968 Miss 3ndil wept bitterly in 
the ward. The first of them stated thrit Mrs. Kuriakose visited 
the ward to make inquirics into 1 complaint mace by hor earlier 
about a prtient having Jevelopec be! sore me curing the inquiry 
she sent for Prem Latn Sandil “anc enquirec from her as to why 
she had come to the jane sone time back without her uniform. 
Prem Lat Sandil is suia to havew piven hir explaination which 
did not sstisfy Mrs. 4.Kuriakose on which ‘4s88.S-ncil started 
erying bitterly. Thereafter Mrs. Kurizkos3: is saic to have 
left the warc. Mrs. Shori console Miss Sancil and persuaced 
her to wash hor face. fAccording to her Mrs, Kurtakose did not 
care to console Miss Sandil when she was weeping anc. while 
leaving the ward said that she woul report the matter to the 
Superintendent Nursing Services, ‘irs. A4.Mithew. She went on 
to say that Prem Lata Srncil requestec her to. change her duty 
from afternoon to evening 2s she wis not well. Tho last 
paragraph of her affidavit is import.int which I reproduce 
in extense for freility of references- 

WL e> ROT Imow whit investigation dist frs. Kurtakose 


make but on the mornine of April, 4, 1968 while I wis in the 


Ge 
store room I heard Mrs. Kurinkose asking Prom Laity the student 
nurs: to give in writing that the bed sore in Juvstion was 
due to the negligence of hor (Prem Lata). Later on I saw f 
Prem Lata ninding over piece of paper to Departmental Sister 
Mrs. Kurinkose. I do not mow the contents therein." 

Mrs. Kurixkose on the other hand.in hor affidavit has mentioned 
that she on reaching the ward enquired from Miss Sandil as to 


1 


what had transpired esrlier betwosn her .n< Miss Prashad and 

on this Miss. ganil started erying. The “sponent did not care 
to take up the inquiry of bod sore an? went bue’s to the room 
of the Supsrintencent Nursing Services to report the mtter. 
Her affidavit has faile:! td convince me. Miss jandil would 
not have started crying on Such “simple question. Further, 
the Departmental Sister could not hove 1:ft the inquiry regary 
ding the bed sore incomplete for no roison. Tho incident which 
is said to have taken place fin horeprosence h vily deserved ree 
porting to the Superintcondent Nursing Services. The truth sanp 
appears to be thrt this Dep rtmental Sister Curing the inquiry 


in regird to the bed sore winted Prom Lita Sandil to admit her 
fault anc on her refuss1 to to so seoldad hor in unbearable 
termse It is indeed vory psinful to note thit sho brought in an 
ols forgotton incicent about Miss Scnil'ts :lleged visit to the 
ward in Mufti which had nothing to \o with be” sore inquiry av 
that stage. Obviously ‘rs. Kurinkose h.¢ mace up her mind befohe 
to fix the responsibility in regara to the neglect of a patient 
in the ware on Miss Sancil who was. .crLy a stucent nurse. When 
She foun that Miss gan il was not proparod to accept her guilt 


she started. .ssailing her character on flinsy grounds which were 
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not available to her. us Departmental Sister she hac no 
business to take “Miss s2acil to task Por wet. sao a one 
during her off luty heurs. 

Miss Sandil sot frigotened whun she notice! that Mrs. 
A. Kuriakose wis going to make * compluint against her to 
Superintendent Nursing Sirvices beciuse sig ALG not oxpect any 
morey or sympathy frori her. The guaréian of 2: student nurse 
at the time of her rdmission is required to exscute: . bonl that 
in cise a student nurs. is sent iwi from the scnool of nursing 
for inefficiency etc. he would be require: to refund fifty 
per cant of ‘the stipen paid to her. <Stuccnt nurses like Prem 
Lata Sandil who were still in their tecns un. dia not come 
out from prosperbus favilites could not possibly think of 
leaving the school of nursing in any event tecuuse of the 
danger that their guar‘ians 14ght ba asksi t> refund fifty 
per cont of the stiperl cLlrepey-crawn by them. Whon they 
found the ctmosphere in the hoSpiteLysn hvostel too oppressive 
they adopters this £3tsl svurseeor rine tiolr lifes I pave 
pointed out while dealing with ths case =f Miss Chacha that the 
School of Nursing, Irwin Hospit 1 wis mot cling run properly 
and thet not much care «is beins lyon to the real teaching 
sice of the student nurses who arc wsud mora as part of 
permanent nursing personnel. They ha. nobocy t: advocate thetLr 
e1use or to give them encournagomont antl proper acvice at the 
time of crisis, ‘there are harely une rosrontionnl freillitics 
for the stucents which coulu enibl. the. to forgot the worries 
connecte1 with their School nd Mospital ane to sevclop thoir 


mind in right direction. In these environsents when Prem Lata 
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GSandil who was still in her teens and immature in mind was 


confronted with a situation Jika the one which nad developed 


on the forenoon cf 4,:3.1963 in the ward sucecumbad to the 


temptation of ending her life. 


CONCLUSIONS: 


(i) 


(ii) 


Miss Prem Lata Sendil comnitted suicide by taking 
fatal dose of barbiturate end morphine because of the 
cruel and oppressive treatment given to her by her 
superiors particularly ss. i. Kuriakose, Departmental 
Sister wo utterly lacked tact and understanding which 
was very essential for dealinr with student nurses 

at this part of their career. 

There was no avenue available to Miss Prem Lata Sandil 
to ventilate her grlevinegs anu to get justice againgt 
the tyrannical trextmeny meted out to her ty her 
superiors in the wird. IT. feel that the Superintendent 
Nursing Jervirzes waste trestine such important cases in 
routine in ss much ‘s she directed che Departmental 


Sister to produce ‘Hss Sindil before her not immediate- 
ly but on 5.:2.1968 2 day which never came for Miss 


Sandil. Miss Sondil thinkire th.t she woulda get more 
scOlding from the Superintendent Nursing Service ended 


her life pricr to appearing before her. 


MISS SHUKUNTALA DATSY '.THT AS 





Miss Shakuntala D-isy Mithias's anse ts the most 


unfortunate amongst the five cases woich T have to denl. Ghe 


was born on 16,.7.1949 in 2 Christian f:..niy cf Delhi as ta 


ay AO? se 

evident from 1 certificite issued by the Pastor, Baptist Church, 
Karol Bigh, New Delhi-5 now on her personal file, She passed 
her matriculntion examination from the Punjnb University held 
in August, 1966 obtiining Second Division. Sh? got sdmission 
in the School of Nursing, Irwin Hospitei on 14.38.1967 wnen she 
hid just completed her 18 .31irs. Sho cleared her P.T.5. 
examinition by. standing first. All went well till she was 
posted in the bales Crthop-eic Ward on 1.1.1963 in a Unit to 
which wis “lso xtticned Dr. K.K. Srivastava, House Surgeon. 

It »ppenrs th:t this doctor ber ise of her good looks «nd the 
keen interest she disploved in uer work dev:loper liking for 
her. He on 3,2.19€8 requested Wird ‘instar Py. Mussey(R.W.1) 
to put Miss Mathias on night duty sahe was interested in her. 
Ward Muster did not lixe the -ddeysand so re®is.ic to oblige 
him and loft . chit for his galM gue Wird Sister .eD. fiasih 
(ReWe2) thet Miss N-thins shoubd mot do put on night duty 
because Dr. K.K. Srivistavr wisashowin: too micn interest in 
here Miss 4D. Masih, Ward Sister,’ followin: th: -dvice 

of her colleague did not oblige Dr. i.%. Stivestev. insnite 
of his personal requast to her in tnis benilf. or rersons 
which are not patent on the recerd Dr. KE. Smivastive wis 
shifted from this ward on 10.2.1968 to the Devirtmant cf 
Neuro-Surgery in tho G.B. Pant Hospit:.l. Dr. D.P.Bhitnigir 
succeeded him. Thervafter Miss Mathias wis put on night cuty. 
It is said thit Dr. Srivistavz as a friend of Dr. oOnatng>r 
used to visit the Orthonpacdic Ward evon .fter his transfor. 
Staff Nurse ReG»e Kum'r brought to the noticeu of Mrs. Bimls 
Bhardwaj (R.We6) tart Dr. Srivestavi wis still visiting the 


ward it night time and Miss Mathirs wos co mush sfritd of him 
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thit she woulé not leave the Staff Nurse for a moment even when 
sha wanted to go to bith room. The Dapartmintal Sister reported 
the matter to Dr. BeShankiran (C.Ww.9) Professor and Had of 
Department of Orthenaedics and te Ur. 2.7. Chugh, the Medical 
Superintendent. The Inttar directed ths Departmental Sister 
not to .llow this doctor in the Orthopasdic Ward and if he 
insisted the mit*er should vs brought to his notice immediately 
on televhono. The Medicerl Superintendert visited the ward and 
‘Assucd similar instructions to Sister ..D. Masih (R.W.2). These 
incidunts «re allegud ‘to have annoyed Lr.Bhatnoagsr as his 
friend Dr. Srivestavn stood insulted. Ho started pin-pricking 
the nursing personnel attachec te nis Unit of the Orthoprodic 
Ward even on petty mtterse» He hid’a row with Sister A.D.Masih 
(ReWe2), Ward Sister, on 28.3.1968 as he wanted .n air cushion 
to be given to 2 patient who hid Covelopec bed sore and 
directci that in caso it wisshnetuaveailabhke in the store the 
patient's relations ~Lght be allowed to purchase the same 
from the warket. Th. relations dtil purchise the rir cushion 
but Ware Sister dis:llowd its use suying that the same would 
be supplied from the hospitel stores but inspite of it ths air 
cushion wis not proviced to the pationt. Dr. 3hitnigar enmohired 
from Sister A.D. Masih (RaW.2) as to why hi; orders had not 
been compliv.. with whiun Looe ta > een nutescation between 
the two. The Coctor ruporte th. matter bo Dr.3.P.Sethi 
(C.W.5), Registrar cf ie Anite: Poth of them wont to: Mrs, 

& Mathew, Superintendent Nursine Services who immectately 
visited the ward an’ after som: informal inquisy robukec 


Miss AsD. Misih (R.W.%) an the Staff Nurse on “uty. She also 
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advised Dr. S.P. Sethi (C.W.5) to put in a written complaint 
which was done. Dr. facie Gsuosh (OeWe13), Surgeon Incharge 
of the Orthopaedic Unit concarned forwarded this complaint 
with a strong note dated €0,.3.1968 to the Medical Superintendent 
Dr. P.K. ifishra (C.u.12) for necessary action(See Exhibit Ca 4) 
The Medical Superintendent in turn on tae same day passed en 
the complaint to the Superintendent Nursing Services for 
immediate inguiry. It may bea mentioned here that before this 
incident the Registrars of «ne three Units of the Orthopaedic 
Ward had waited en Dr.B.Snankaran to bring to his notice neglect 
of patient care in his ward. They had also taken 2 complaint 

to him. Ic. B, Shankaran (C.W.S) efter givine them a patient 
in writingfhearing ind consulting Ur.Mrs. Kohali, Reader in 
his Deprrtment and the two visiting surgeons evolved 2 working 
formula. The complaint was returned as it wes not signod by 
one of the three Registrars who had waited on hin wht el dys 1s 
disclosed in his statement was never, filed subsequently. 
Strangely enough tne complaint (C.W.4) drafted ty Dr. S.P.Sethi 
(G.W.5). made no mention of all ‘thot hed been done by br.8B. 
Shankaran in the sitter, 
2. Mrs. &A.Mathey on receipt of complaint (Sxhibit 0.1.4) 
went to the wird on 1.4.1968 :nd made some tnquiries eee the 
Ward Sister, °*fs5 .... Misin, vara if.ster Pet. “issey and 
Steff Nurses concarned. she asked them to file thoir 
statemonts in writing whieh thoy did and arc on record. She 
aiso directed the student nurses who wor: on duty in the ward to 


be sent to her in hor recom, Miss Methiaus being one of them 


Br A ie 
was covered by these directions. Thora ire two versions 
about the visit of Miss Methias to the Suparintendent Nursing 
Services ard all tut happeavd in the cours. of the mocting $5 
one th t sire wont te her -rocm on 2.4.1968 in the .fternoon 
when ti; Svpurintcndsnt Nursing S2irviees enquired from her 
whethir she had boun kige sd by Dr. Srivastava and had any 
intimteo relations with him. She dinted her rolitions with 
Dr. Srivastava or His hoving cissod her in the *irst instinee. 
But on ropvited questions rdmitted thet lone back wher sho was 
naw to th. ward Dr.Srivestove did kiss her. in th: Storc Room, 
Superintendent Nursing Sorvices enquired from her as to why 
she did not report the matter immedintely to which she raplizd 
that on account of her inexpePbaneésho kept silont. Te 
Supcrintendent Nursing Services advised her to bo erireful in 
future end allowed hor to go. The other version is tht the 
Superintendent Nussing Services interroeited her on 1.4.1968 
and twice on 2.4.1968 and on ofen ocension forcod her ‘to admit 
her intimite relations with Dr. Srivastava t> which she stoutly 
resisted. The Superintandenc Nursing Soarvices is said: to 
hive further tole iss Mathins thet her misconduct would ba 
roported tc her p rents. Thy harsh treatmant ei von by the 
SUpO PLAT on ont Wrst ie ery con Ce Ua se Tait come Letoly 
trightened her. she emveyunt her fcelings to hor frionds, 
Miss Melvin Norman, stvvane nures, and others. She took the 
Fatal dose of berovituraty on tha nieht ooetwoon end an’ Ord 
April 1968 anc was founc unconseicus oy Miss Doris Lol(R.W.3) 
in tho morning. Sho raported th. itter oo tha Whig Sister 


and others who immo itlately shittod Miss Hathins to th. Casualty 


Ward where she was alimitted at 8,00 -A.M,. an¢ was treate3 up 
to 2,00 FM. and th vcaftur was shifted to the Resuscitation 
Wart. Dr. Nee, Sinch (eW.22) Erofessor ard Neat of Department 
of Ana¢oticsivic, and Dr. MM. Singn (isu. 2, physician 
attended on her. Sh wes shiftel from the 2:suseitatlon Ward 
to tug nearby Niner O-cration Theatr. av 9.00 Asis On Felpo1968 
‘because Cf vrcont repairs tort has to be carrie ont in that 
wards She develope: some. lun; complicationg ant finally diud 
on the mornin: of 106.1968 at 3:15 A.M. In between she 
ruvainec consclousruss for some timc. 
Dr. Bishna Kumer, Hcac of Department of For nsic 

Medicine, Maulana ava. Medical Collcoe, perform.< autopsy in’ this 
case at 11030 aell, on 106467966.) He) observed as underse 

" Frobale a ite «about 16 yecrs. 


Probable tim: sine: diath + ,bout)$ brs. 

External con'ition of the dead body ~~ Dasd body of « younr 
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piel of avora’ Seboilt. aitor vortis present woll 
in coth vu «cr ant Tow:r Limhse 


Evist» Bola close’. Gornste clown. 


DallO, Ny fun alle 
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Injurics: (1) Cuteo-r Criz, wound on 1.%t dur in lowr and 
imicr parte 


(Li) Vervicas trachcostomy wount er nuck in Low r end 
innv port from which «irty fluid is coainy out. 


TIntermmal oi cen inations 





abodorcins stemac” + Dark ereon sumieligquic feo cistoriiul, 
Wails N ee A) * 


Small intestines -— Litél: seni-Liguil material, 
vails Nw, 


Larec intestiays = amsto, .96°3 tr badly or gent, 


willie 


Liver 
Spleen § 211 intenscly conscsteds 
Kidnoys § 


Blacder -— Empty 
Uterus = NewDe 


Chast achca ~ Tracheostomy wouns ano walls conpestede 


hLun,s — Rt. Upper lobe consol.aatec and patches on 
left lun: ns well. 


deart ~ Blood on woth sides li: Littlo quantity. 
Teas ~ Membcrances § Con‘sstci otherwise NsbeD. 
Brain t 


Or LiTON: No dyfinite opinion can be viven re srding the 
cause Of Cuathe Viscera preserved and svaled in my prescnec 
for chemical examination as there is, susvicior of Berbiturate 
olsoning." 

The stomach wash, |stomacn an! smell intostines with 


ys 


thei: contents, ~ ives of Viveryoupleen an? tiiney were sent 


to the Chemical bxaminer for the eunie: ct Fatiala for 


| 


nile twe reports dated 
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Xeminution enc reports Th, ovine in 


ot 


Bed e160 whien nes on tne Incuret eile thet tue stomach wash 


ho 


conte ned oudinal barbiten,g ostimibe «t 96 mes am’? tiat no 


poison was Qetectucd in th otwr cuhibits sent to hime 


“ 


Dr, fichnu Kumsr on the basis of these r-ports sav. the cause 
of the léath of Miss Mathias in the followin: termss- 
" The Chemical Sxaminer's report Nod-15l dated 
250501968 does not r-veal any roison in the viscera 
sent for chemical examination, but the stomach wash 


of the dcceased sent for chemical examination showd 


oli 5/mee 
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presence of 90 mrs of Quinal iarbitone (as in report 
HoD-156 dated 25.5.1968). Yow ke ins in view the 
positive stomach wash fincdih.s, I i.mnk that the 
duath in this case was vue to Sarbiturate poisoning 


cy Quinal bari itong 


ee 


Therg igs no evidcenes direcet or indiveet before the 
Commission to sy thet-Miss Meinine met 2 foul ence I am 
inclined to belicve that she ina frightfull, depressed state 
of mind ant ont of sheer heiplessness co mitted suicidg 

bh trking a fatel dos: of Quinal berbitons o:n the night between 
énd end Brd April 1968, The lesrnec eo.isel vor the Delhi 
Nurses association, however, maintained that vac shifting of 
Miss Mathins when she was ii ag eritless ste. on we morning 

of 9.1968 from the Resuscitcticn Ward accentrated her death 
anc while doins so he took mg throweh unis ciusuesheet of this 
unfortunate girl which no doubt shar thet 2 or blood prevsure 
end rata of pauls. deterior-tud-nafteryti: c:ivting.s Dr. N.E.Sinch 
(RW. 22) who hed taken th dcetvion c. 2 iftine of Miss Methias 
and Dr. Meif. Singh (ReW. 24) phyeicicn wee wes, treatin: her 
wore examined at length by tha Commission on this point which 
at one time appeared to be frrught «ith JLPPiculti- ce Ore Nels 
Singh stated in clear torns that shiftin, of potients in the - 
gonditions in which Miss Methins was on ti mornins of 944.1966 
was common in the medical science cm? thi it jinvelv:d no 
serious riskse ‘Ie himsclf supervised tus sriftin> wiich was 
don? with utmost care and coution. Dr. Ne. Sinch (ReWe 2h) 
was lso put a fiw suarchine questicns on the ,oint. He 
expressed nimsets in th. followin: termc,- 


f Inn, opinion, in case of youn persons without 


veli6/—~es 
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involvement of heart or vascular system shifting or movement 
dogs not affect the outcome. Miss Mathias wes not on any 
mechanical devirg when she was shifted from the Resuscitation 
Wart to the Minor Operation Theu:tro, as Twas told, 

I sav that Miss Metnuties digs of sneumonia which is a 
most common complication in such poison ..ses~—6 Secondly, 
there were gone sonormai fintin.;s in ths tunis and thirdly, 
the post-mortem confirmed i The Hood pressiire of Miss 
Mathias fell aftur shifting to the minor operation theatre 
because of the lung complication, wnere is no reénson to 
believa that the shifting of the patient mivtht have caused 
th: lowerin of the bloodepressure and infection in the lungs. 
I do not know the details om the circumstances tnet prompted 
her shiftin:, from the resuscitation werd. I was not consulted 
when sne wos shifted, but [T-would not hava onjected if I had 
been consulted." 

after taking into consiceration the opinicn given by 
thuse two cxports and of Dr. Het. Vaishanwa (RaW. 23), 
Professor of Medicine, Maulana azad Medicai College who had 
also been put certein qucetions on this asveet of th: case, 


me 


T have come to ts concluston thas the denv. of Miss Methias 
was noither accentustei nor accelursted Uo. fur shiftine from 
the Resuscitation ward bo tc nenrby Minor Opcration Theatree— 
Tt may de monticred here thet th: treatment of these four 
student nurses 0 hee tekon polsen Lika cll other poison 


cases was honGlcuspad beceuse no arranvements were available 
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in the Irwin Hospital or (,3, & nt Hospitc. for qualitative 
and quantit.tive tests of vericus fluids (mn thu body for poisonse 
For this a person had to ren to thi Safdar Jont Uospital 
Laboratory. In the nature of things it is not possible to 
have thes. tests ot short intervals. as fin boon sugested 
by Dre Nei.'Singh, Dr. HF, Vaishnava and Dr. Melis Sinch, th: 
Maulana azad Medical Colliec complex shored have an ustosdate 
bié-chomicerl Laborrtory aml - poison lsborstory attached to bho 
Rguscitation Ward so thet the tresting physician should know 
‘at tne ‘dprlidst the type and quantity of poison oeesent in 
the body of a p rson whom he is trestin:. Durin my inspection 
of the Fr suscitation word snd th. minor ep r:.tion theatre, I 
noticcd that the Tisuscit:tionwerdawis locat.c in a small 
dingy room whee: Polw bus coul? hardly be cecomnoleted. Miss 
Ke Roy whe hac conducted an administretiv: invuiry into the 
circumstances dwadli to the s onthe or tas, four student nurses 
visited th. Re cuseitation Wend soinuefter thy incidents end 
hea written a very Lenethy not. which I nud net teenpitulate 
here's Suffice te svy that she hac paint oo sc pleturc. It 
is, ther.forc, suggvetid that th: Rususcitetisa ier should be. 
Locatsd in a tis room sufficient to acscommounat: th requircd 
number of pgds and so many gadpcts wiich are. necessary for 
carryin: out th. tr .tmont. Th. room should inc.ea ba a good 
one because p.ticnts who are hoverin: between Life md certh 
‘are looked aftcr therce 

The circumstances luadim, to th. dacath of Miss Mathias 
are not very complicated -lthoug the intur«sted ooartics by 
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leading teint-d and fabrics: 2 vidoner tri:a to confuse th: 
issute Jowoslk! Lik: to rsenpitulnt. her im brief the evidecnee 
produecd on tnais aspeet of th. m.tt r fer facility of refercncGe 
This cvid nme. on broadly b. Civided inte fiv. sroups. 
Firstly, th. ef idevits em stat.mntes of or, nek. Srivastava, 
Dr. Dere Bantonor, Dre Sor. Sithi (Cove 5), Dre Be Shankeran 
(Caws 9), Dr. aeKs Ghosh (CW. 13), iiss Fromils Khanna (C.We7), 
Miss Melvina Normen (R.Weli}, Miss Doris Lel (It.W.3), Mrs. 
Mathias and Mrs. Roop Kumeri Dhenak. S -concly, the affidavits 
end gtvtsmcnts of Miss aeD. Mrsih (RW. 2), Master Pea. Massy 
(ied. 1) and Mrs. Simla Bhaordwaj (RoW. 6). Thirdly, the 
affidevits of Mohinder Singh, Ram) Pal Singh, Minne Lel and 
Tara Chand; fourthly affidavits and statcmints of Miss Le 
Jedhav, Miss hk. Shantamme (i.Wel3), Miss Meriarm: Chacko, 
Miss aniena Duy (2.W. 19) and fifthody th: stat-m nts aad 
affidavits of Mrs. “ason and_Mrs. Merry Verkuy, Sistcr Tutorse 
Dr. KK. Srivestave bisyeiven a.tails of the ineidunt 
which happonus in the ward in his tim. on th Linus alrcady 


reenpitulest.d by m.e He. conecded thet Miss Ma¥hics wes very good 
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girl with oleesing manners om. used co cal aie macy gu. stions 
rogardini; ortnenasc tes Por ner-eourea, > 2emittac hwing 
resprct for this girl aim further uxpresscd thal is never hed 
bad intentions towrdg bur. accorizne to him Sister a.De Masih 
and Dupartmintel Sistur Bimle Bhorew j in or’er to orot at 
thiie inter.st in thi deorte ated dneiiey tok Mres aa ethaw 
thet doctors wor. hevins illegal connections with nurses so 
they would not Like to work wh mn the -cirsl of their choice 
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wore on duty and when thes edrls wor? not on duty thay 
shouted on them. The rust of th. sffidavit cont-ins things 
which he learnt from othrvs. He cic make meontic.; of ory 
incident in:crnrn 10 of his affidavit which is worthy of noticc. 
according to him once Master Massey asked Mathics to com: to 
the ward at 2.30 r.ile in civil dress to gun her record book 
siancd which was accinst rul's and conventions us Miss Mathias 
had besem on night city bp .fort., bastr Fi, Measay wes econ 
by him incping his hands on the shonldfurs of Hiss M.thies in 
th: side room. Tir snersvbv indlentcd thet usster Feae oasscy 
showcd unusual int) r st in this girl b caus” she was prottye 

Dre DP. Fhotniugmisletueav.. nis afficavit in similar 
tomse Ho cxplainca’ thet Mig@hasDg Masih, iactr Pea. Moassry 
and Depertm ntal Sist: r Binte Bhardwaj were int habit of 
assassSinating the charactors of studint aim staff nurscs in 
the ward and in this com ¢tibon mentioned th: rams of Miss 
Vij and Mrs. Dhanak who undoubte@ ly suport d him, HH is of 
the vicw that Sister Masih, Mast r Wee olay BET 
Bherdwaj fabricet:d th: story about Dr. Srivrstavats illicit 
connections with Miss Mathias in ordtr to sav thensclves 
against th: complaint put in by Dr. Sar, Soviet, R cistrar 
at his incstane:. 

Dr. aeKe Ghosh am Dr. oF, Sethi. both proved complaint 
(Exhibit C.We 1) mad. to th: Medical Superintendent which in 
turn had been sent to the Sup. rintcndent Nursing S rviecs for 
inquirye Dre B. Snankaran in his statemint Coseribed th: 
various steps ho had alrcady takcn in pursuancs oi the complaint 
made by th. threo R owigtrars r garding th osatien. care in his 
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warde None of th ev thr: coctlors admittecdis; wort taken 
into confidences by the Supcrint nd) nt Nursing os rvices when 
she: looke€ into th: complaint. This was inde very unfortunate 

Miss Fromila Khama (C.W.7) arcngst othr things also 
seit that Sister 4D. Masih call.d hv an’ othr Staff anc 
Student Nurses on day wien sh was soune oway «ter nicht 
duty and asked them to counteract th: complain® macy by the 
dectors by telling th: Supcrintendcnt Noro ny o-rvices that 
Miss Mathiag had illicit cenn ctions with Dr. Bhatnagare The 
witoss is said to have diclincd to oblin: Miss al. Masih 
by saying thet she would not do so as*h was nev 2 fact and 
further added that wien the Sugempdntend st Nursing Gcviers 
visited the werd for inquiry at about 9.00 Ast, on 164.1968, 
she tole bir that Miss ade Mesif heat ask d her salons with 
oth rs to conv y to her thathi@ggiethias ot illicit 
connections with Dre Bhetnagar although it wis not truce The 
most imsortant part of her stacement is vat when she mt 
Miss Methias at about 6,00 FM, or §.30 iui. on 2elte1968 near 
hor rocm sho wound hr in a deor.ses 6 strt of mind and some 
took bor insica. end cnquired fron for as te wuy sh. was Locking 
sO miserabl.. | Misp Mathias on this inaiiry lo said te heve 
inform d the witn: ss thet Mrs, Mech.w had accused h.r of D1icit 
relations wite. a doctor ana had thresterncd hor thet she would. 
report this m-tter to hor parcuts. Shi. wint on to-say thet 
Miss Mathias further cxpressed hur fvers by say'ng the’. what 
her parcnts would think of her when they kacw tent sh. ped bean 
unche sts and kisscad by 2 doctor. «accordins t: this witness 
it was customary in Irwin Hospitcl that chenover a student 


nurse or a staff nurse mede any compleint srceinet hor arntiors 
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she was dubbed as indisciplined ard nobody would pay an 
attcntion to her. I was impressed by her testimonye 

Miss Doris Lal (RWe 3), a student nurse and room mate 
of Miss Mathias has filed two affidavitse The carlicr ons 
she said wes done at the instance of Miss Anthony, Matron, 
GB, Pant Hospital and Miss Jadhav, Assistant Matro.., Irwin 
Hospital and the second on her owns These affidavits and 
her statemcnt before the Commission go to show that Mrs. Ae 
Mathew was forcing Miss Mathias to admit her illicit relations 
with Dre Srivastava, House Surgcon. Miss Malvina Norman 
personal fricnd of Miss Mathies supported the first witness in 
this respect. Both of them-gave out.that Miss Mathias wus 
good Looking, well-mannered, stood first in the P.T.S, 
examination and bore a very foc” charactcre She ws not 
financially embarrassed and indeed did not complaint against. 
anybody bcfore the incident of 2.).1968. 

Mrse ReKe Dhanak, Staff Nurse, who was also working 
in the Orthopaedic Ward in the month of April 1968 in her 
affidavit mentions that studcnt Mathias after coming back fron 
the room of the Supcrintendcnt Nursing Servicas told her ina 
waeping tonc that the Superintendent Nursing Services had blanad 
her character and that she could nct repeat the words which 
she (Superintendent Nursing Services) had used for here She 
further mentioned that Mrs» Ae Mathew again sent fer Miss 
Mathias on the evening of 26461968 at her residence and scolded here 

00 052/05 


-9 52 me 

Miss AM.» Masih, Master Puie Massey and Mrs. Simla 
Bhardwaj in their stetcments befors the Commission as (RW eZ, 
ReWe 1 and RW. 6 raspectively) have expressed to the effcct 
that Dr. KeK. Srivastava was interested in Miss Mathias but 
Miss Mathias cvinced no intercst in him and the first of them 
addcd that she never asked any student or staff nurse to tell 
the Superintendent Nursing Services that Dr. Srivastava or 
Dre Bhatnagar wore intercstcd in Miss Mathias or any other girle 
Miss Masih and Mrs, Bimla Bhardwaj admitted having made 
statements before the Deputy Medical Superintendent when he 
examincd them in a departmental inquiry about the cauecs of 
deaths of these three nurscss..Miss AD. Masih in the above 
inquiry on 114.1968 before the Deputy Mcdical Superintendent 
said, "I have rcason to balleve that Mathias was also friendly 
with Dr. Srivastavae Thare was a general talk in the ward 
regarding close link betwecn Dr. Srivastava and Miss Mathias 
I made exactly the samc statement to her (S.N.S.) what I have 
made just now.e Superintcndent Nursing Scrvices as far as I 
understand, scolded the student nevse Miss Mathiase This 
incident took place on 241968. She took poison the same night. 
and on 34.1968 she was rcmoved to hospital »! 

Tt ig worth mentioning here that Miss Mesih in the 
statcment which she gave before the Superintendent Nursing 
Serviccs in conneetion with the inquiry held on the complaint 
made by Dre SeP. Scthi had also alluded that doctors were amoyed 
with her for the rcasons which she would like to disclose to the 


Superintendent Nursing Services in persone 
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Mrs. Bimla Bhardwaj in her statement before the 
Deputy Medical Superintendent on 12.)).1963 said, TIt is a mow 
fact in the ward that Dre Srivastava and Miss Mathias wore friendly! 

Master Pee Massay was elso exemined by the Denuty 
Medical Superintendent in the shove procecdinzs., He sinnly 
said that Miss Mathias worked under him ror about three months 
end he found her hard working end cirl of a few wordse 

Moninder Singh, Nursing Ciderly in his affidavit, stated 
that at 7.00 P-Me on 29,3,1968 Dr. BhAtNAgaty. House Surgeon, 
was shouting at Miss 4.D. Masih in Unglish which he could not 
understands That after having shouted at her for ten minutes 
he left the ward and returned with Dr. SeP, Sethi and Mra. A, 
Mathew and that the last named rebuked the mursing staff and 
Sisters very badly and threw registers and flovcrs pots cn the 
floor and some of them on Sister A.D. Masih. 

Ram Pal Singh ls another Nursing Orderlye In his 
affidavit he has stated that Drs Srivactava, House Surgeon 
used to visit the ward in the night frequently where he would 
stay up to 2.00 4eMe or 3.00 a-M. and in the course would try 
to talk to Miss Mathias who alvays tried to avoid hime 

Minna Lol was a sweeper working in the Male Orthopaedic 
Ward from February —. april 1968. He said thet Dr. Srivastava 
once wanted to give a packct of sieuts to Miss Mathics who was 
not willing to accept ite After some time she accepted the 
sweats but handed ower the sam¢ to him which he tock home, 

The doctor at the time he was forcing this packet cf swecte on 
Miss Mathias stated thet if Miss Math ins would not carc to 


hear him, he would have recourse to othcr means. 
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Tara Chand is Nursing Orderly. He stated that Dr. 
Srivastava sent him to the Nursing Hestcl to bring Mise Methias 
but she could not be found there, He further said that in 
the month of Robruery 1968 Dr. Srivactava gave him a closad 
envelope which he harnicd over to Miss Mathias who qpencd it and 
aftor having read a few words tore off the contents and 
dirceted him not to brine such lctters to her, He further 
narrated some misbchaviour of Dr. Srivastava towards Miss Mathias, 

Miss Kok. Shentamma, (ReWe.13)5 Staff Nurse, who was on 
duty in the Male Orthopacdic Ward in the months of March and &pril 
1968 said that Sister Masih sent for her in the Store ucom 
and directed her to convey to the Supcrintendent Nursing Scrvices 
that Dr» Bhatnmarar had asked Master Masscy to put Miss 
Mathias on nizht duty and that Vagtcr “asscy did not oblige 
the doctor and instead lcft a chit for Sister Masih that she 
also should not put Miss Mathias on night duty. Miss Masih 
further told the w.tncss te scenvey to the Superintendent Nursing 
Serviccs that on that accoount Dr. fhatnasar was making a false 
complaint against the nursing staff. She denicd thet Miss 
Masih had asked her te convey to the Superintendent Nursing 
Services that Miss Mathias was intcrestcd in Dr. Bhatnarar 
or Dr. Srivastava. 

Miss M. Chacko, student nurse, (RoW. 1) however, stated 
that Miss Masih took her along with other student nurses, 
namely Miss T. Joscph, Miss P.eV. Aucyemma, Miss Ratna Kumari 
and Miss Elizabeth to the nursin; duty room and asked them to 
convey to the Superintendent Nursin; Services that Miss Mathias 
was intimate with Dr. Srivastava -.d that sha was once Kigsad 
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by hime This witness admitted having conveyed this Informction 
to the Supcrintendcnt Nursing Services anl dso having told 
her that she had fot it fron Sister Masih, 

Miss Elizabeth Keds (ReW. 16) supportcd the above 
witnesse Miss Anjane Dey, student nurse, (RaW. 19) edmittead 
that Miss Mathias was a nice girl and used to talk often with 
her and that on 2021968 at about 9,40 P.M, she met her in her 
ow room while going out for night duty and found her chcurfile 

Mec. Se Yasor, (Ree 7), Sistar Tutor said thet she wnt 
to the room of Superintendent Nursing Services at 4ye30 Palle 
on 2ee1968 where Miss Jadhav and Miss Mathias were alroady 
present. The Superintendent Nursi-ng Services is aaid .o have 
dircctcd the witness to change the duty of Miss Mathias fron 
the Orthopaedic Ward at once, She replicd that as Miss inothies 
was shortly proceeding om leave hence her duty would stand chanred 
automaticallye Mrse Mathew is said to have advised the witrass 
to speak softly to Miss Mathias. 

From a cercful analysis of the above evidence I have 
come to the conclusion that Dr. KeK. Srivastava eyineed more 
than usual intcrest in Miss Methias which led Ward Mastcr, 

Ward Sister and others to believe that he was in love with her. 
It will not be possible for me to say that he was not intere sted 
in here But one thing is certain that Miss Mathias did not 
reciprocate his advancese She was a tender girl, .n teons 

and out of respect for a dector working in her ward might have 
been polite and courteous towards him and no mord. faster Massay 
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and Miss Masih were rizht in not puttins Miss Mathias on nizht 
duty in the ward so lone as Dre Srivastava was House Surgeon 
there because the girl did not fcel gccurc in his prescnede 
Dr, Keke Srivastava was in all probability transferred from 
the ward because of his unbecomine bchaviour towards the 
student mrsc, but inspite of this he continued his visit 
beeause Dr. Bhatnaer who suceccde? ‘iim was his friend. Dr. 
Bhatnagar in order to vindicate the position of his predecessor 
out of spite startcd picking holes in the werk of nursing 
staff of tha ward to which Miss A.D. Masih rishtly objactcd 
as she thought that the cause laid somewhere else. Dre Bhatnayar 
persuadcd Dre SoFe Scthi (C.Ws 5) to loden an uncalled for 
complaint to the Medical Superintendent avainst the pationt 
care in his Unit. A carcful perusal of this complaint will 
show thet the charges were mostly Icvelled against the person 
of the Ward Sister. This complaint was not called for because 
Dr. Be Shankaran on a joint complair’. py the three Reistrors 
of the threc Units of his Department in consultation with Dr. 
Mrs. Kohali, Reader in Orthepacdic Surgcry and the two visiting 
surgaons had already moved intc the matter and accordim: to 
his own statcment had cvolved a workin, formuln, Dr. Bhatnagar 
and Dre SeP. Sethi should have bacn satisfied with ite In casc 
they found that the patient care was still wanting they siculd 
have again moved Dre B. Shankaran as he was already gstized of 
the mattcr, The complaint made by Dr. 3.F. Scthi to the 
Medical Superintcndcnt made no mention of the steps alrendy 


taken by Dre Re Shankaran to improve pnaticnt care in his ward 
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and this omission is perplexing. Strsngely enough Dre PM, 
Mishra, the then Medical Superintendent, forwarced this otmpleint 
to the Superintendent Nursing Services for Inquiry and repert 

ai though it had emanated from Dr. AeK. Ghosh (Ces 13) visiting 
surgeon and Head of the Unit an4. midoubtedly a persen of 
authoritye He should have looked into the complaint hinself 

or passed it on to Dr, B,. Shankaran for necessary ectione If 
this course had been adopted the chances of intrigues which 
subsequently cropped up in the ward would have been considerably 
minimisad if not altogather obliterated. I enquired fron Dr. 
P,Ko Mishra (CW. 12) when he was in the witness box as to why 

he did not consider it proper’ to-dcal with the complain himec)f. 
“is explanation I shall discuss ata -later stages. It leoks 

that Miss AsDe. Masih, Mester Pale Masscy and Mrs» Bimj3 

Bhardwaj who were mainly responsible for patient carc in the 

ward in order to countermact the complaint made by Dre S.P. Sothi 
after mutual consultation tried tey;convey to the Superintendent 
Nursing Services that Dr. KeK. Srivastava and Miss Mathlas 

were in leve and that first two of ‘Shem did defy Dre KeKs 
Srivastava in not posting Miss Mathias on nicht duty as desired 
oy hime This conclusion I draw frem the two statements madc 

by Miss AD. Masih and Mrs, Bimla Bhardwaj before Dr. O.P, Sharma, 
Deputy Medical Superintendent when he was enquiring inte the 
causes of deaths of threa student nurscs, and beforg Mrs. A. Mathow 
Superintendent Nursing Services when she was looking into the 
complaint filed by Dr. S.P. Scthi and sent to her by Medical 
Supcrintendent. The statements given by Miss 4D, Masih and Mrs. 
Bimla Bhardwaj on those two occassions point out that they had 
reason to believe that Miss Mathias ond Dr. K.Ke Srivastava 
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ware in lovee Their eyplaration while in the witness box 


be 


that Dr. OF. Sharma and Mrs. 4. Mathew did net propsriy 
interpret them while reducing their statements to writing 

has faiiled to convince mc. They chansed their stataments 

during the present proccedings oe en impression that they 
might come to gricf for bringing a false charge against the 
chastity of a girl. Mrse A. Mathew sent for Miss Mathias on 
2eltet968 in the afternoon as admitted by her in the affidavit. 
The evidence that she also sent for her twice on 1e4019638 md 
also on tha night of 2641968 is conflicting and doas not 

inspire any confidenec.s I wil] hold that Mrse &e» Mathew did 

sec Miss Mathias in the of SiGe%reem on the evening of 264461968 
and questioned her about her relations with Dr. KeK. Srivastava 
and Dre DoF, Bhatnavar. Her statement that she only enqired 
from Miss Mathias whethcr Dr. Srivastava had kissed her or not, 
and on it Miss Mathias admitted that Dre Srivastava had kissad 
her once in the Store Room-when she had just joincd the ward 

and that sho advised hur to be carcful in future, docs not 
appear to be a correct version of what took place between ths 

two on that fateful afternoon. In that event Miss Methias 

would not have got upset and take the unfortunate decision 

of ending her lifes The truth appears to be as has been 

stated by Miss Malvina Norman ami otrer friends of Miss Mathias 
that Mrs. A. Mathew rebuked Miss Mathias for illicit relations with 
Dr. KK. Srivastava and also threatenec her that she would bring 
this fact to the notice of her parents. The summary of this talk 
between Miss Mathias awl Mrs. &4.Mathew is sad to have bean conveved 


by the former to her ftlends in the evening and nicht of 2.h.19658. 


® 005 Of mms 


“¢ 59 = 
In my opinion Mrs. A. Mather did nct display the tact and 
understanding which was expected cf her while ded ing with an Innocunt 
and nice girl like Miss Mathiase She should have first enquired 
independently about the corrccmess of charzes brenert acsainst 
this girl by interested persons amd then moved vary carc*ally inte 
the matter. Her procedure in dealing with Miss Mathiaz was indeed 
eruel in the real sense waich totally demoralised and mniiinesc ner. 
This vnfertunata girl probably thought that there was n? cscape 
from the situation as it was commonly understood by the nurses that 
nobody in the hospitel was there to redress their griev.nces, In 
this connection I would like to refer to the complaints made 
by Staff Nurse “akashni Vij and Staff Wurce Mrs. R.K. Dhamk to 
the Medical Superintendent, Saperintendent Nursing Servicen and 
Director Principalthat their charactars had been peinfuliy 
assassinated in the open ward by Mrs, Bimla Bhardwaj and on that. 
score they had been transferred from the Male Orthopaedic Word 
waich required looking into. Stranrely enough these oa ipladics 
waen the Commission sent for them were still pending disposal. 
Further, I would like to point out the case of Staff Nursc, Shakuntala 
Nagpal (CeWe 10)« She was on night duty in one of the wards in 
hospital where @& under-trial person esccrted by a police constable wa 
also lodged in the side room for treatment. She went to the roon and 
found the constable occupying the spare bed to which she objected. 
The constablo was rude to hei’s She in routine rut off the Light 
after 10.00 P.M. To this also the pclice constable chiected 
and put on the light again and used insultirg language towards her. 


She told me while in the witness box that at times she folt 


racbO/me ° 


—1 60 = 
that this police constable would astault here She stuck to 
her duty am rang up the Casualty Mecdicel Officer for help 
but unfortunately he rendered her no assistance by scying 
thet he was busy and had no timc tc comee I have no strong 
words to deprecate his attitude because he wes then the senicre 
most officer in the hospital on duty and was required to go to 
the Aas hinnde GE this girl, Ancthar police constable wh> was 
also at the time praesent in the Casualty Ward did not render her 
any assistance. She then took up the couraze and rang up the 
flying squad which immediately came to the hospital and pave her 
succoure The unfertunate part of this incident is that cn tne 
following morning the Nursing Superintendent, Mree Ratra told 
Miss Nagpal that since she had gences40 the police without 
consulting her she would hare to fight the cause withent any 
assistance from the Hospital Administrations This is inieed 
a very queer way of desling with cases of the nurses in 
difficulty. Miss Nagpal was discharging her duty fearlessly 
end cfficiently. The Nursing Supcrintendent had no business 
to tell her that since she had gone to the police withont 
her prior penaission she would have to face the procecdings 
herself. Instcad shc whould have taken the girl to the 
Medical Superintendent and Dircetor Principal and narrated 
the whole incident to them so that the girl could havc 
got the necessary guidance in the investigation of the casce 
This incident I have purposely put on the record to shew that 
the student murses and the staff nmursus who are still young 
in ase arc not being given the mecseary protention which they 
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deserved Icavo aside the symathy and cneswwatemint they desiree 


nm these cliremnstances, Miss Mathias probably taewgat thar 





there was hardiv anybody in the hes 
neceseary svecour and so as her friend Mics Devis Lal (R.,3) 
has narrated on the night she tock the poison che mizmurcd 
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‘Is bhari dunia main apna bhi kei hotat 

The key to all thig daxiuy in tac hospital acwinistration 
is furnished by Dr. PK. Mishra who was Medical Sper intensent 
foon March 1967 to April, 798 in his stetenent before the 
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Commission. He was askcec as to whau SsFpi @ WAS CONS Une to 
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satisfactority. He expressed nis soshe tollowins 


joined this Rypphtell in tre month ef Merch 1967 
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there was & grsat crisis o (BREagHa in tha heapllal. Thurs 
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Wore surlous dirferences buUtwReneena Hoy. Medical 
this hogoital ewi the Director-principal (Ore PeGe Dhanda) - 
aifforences which were ventileted botn in the prese as well 

ag in the Pardinsucut. The 2 hospital was divicel broadly inte 
wo cullen cams, the wholeethlaa staff and ths hony. staff 
many of whicnm were not even on triking terms with each ether, 
ihe pencral morale of the starf of tha hospital was low because 
of the previous continuing struggle betwem the Medical 


Superintendent (Dr. P, Diesh) and the Diraoteor-T:tpeieul 





(Sr. P.O. Dhamlay, Im this baci:sround Toned nn 
probiem to contend withe Iwas a junior offer in comparison 


5 oO2/mey * 


to the majority of the Professors work 


Pe he Bo Oi pee i Beat Toh oe sm sste . 
a situation advinistratively wes axvorc 





addition to this, sean after my arrival 
including tne Dye Medical Superinientant proceeded on long leave. 
with th: result that I had very Livtle ascistance in the 
Ahocharce of my Gutiss in a situation which was already extremely 
difficult. Thad, therefore, largely vo devend uren myself. 

In the priorities needing attyntion from ma, I pave the alvhest 
priority to the cave of the sericusly Lil paticnts brought 

the bospiteal, IT used to zo to emergency ward rocvlorly day 

efter day to sce for mysclt whet was wronte TT notiecd that the 
paticnts ware not sucn for tone timegoattut calesivne steer 
watehine thic, I dcclicdehergerwesie tie meanting inspl 
tha hogpltal belne a GiviRAAB i acnicet dts lf, DT oorcutud 


srcas of cooperation and pRB tion esoncet tho senor 





mneomburs of the start by BARS etebhem cirely, Solr SrA 
ultimately I was able to vét=so-mach coopurnticn that I was 
aole to completely reform and reorenanise the Casunity Services 


in the Irwin Hospital which won the acclaim of the raticnis, 


co 
S 
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DB 
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guthoritics alike, On. cf the importmt steps 
was the csucblishment of a Rususcitation Contre for providing 
intense cars to geriously LiL paticnts.!! 

Ha alse pronght to ths notice of the Cousission thet 
Mrse Ae Meathow, Sup.rintendcnt Nursing Services and Mrs. Ratray, 


Nursing Sup¢erintendant were not pulling en well, Fa aouett 


sistance of Miss A. Cherian, Adviser in Nursing (CW, 1h) 


u 206 3/mn- 


in order to dcfine the dutics of thess teo co that work cf 


this hesyltal » on smoothly, Miss A. Cuurlan aftor a 





i My € 4 ana h Ween art not ryo 
fog eeetines win Mrae Awe DAthey SOyer tee ee Nee ryhery 
at 4am a] Sony ! Sate Wile Ten baa iva Wop sacpaoane elas t DAne| 
en & DET LAtorn a gre UPSwsy CP Ee MAYER, Gon ie ea ee gee ath LONG 


to the logpivel Administrations Ib is not known what aotion 
wes teican on her notee Dr. Poll. Mishra felt as has also been 
sussasted by Drs Acs Gioch (C.W. 13} that he was raoduced to 
the position of a clerk and had no eficotiva cortro}. over tha 
Tr, Berea lane 


administration of the hospital. Dre NePe fuict, 
ani Dv. Mol. Singh (R.W. 2?, 23 and 24 wespectively) emressec 
theis views in no invelved langusee that the rrasent sav up 

af the hogoits) administration _was not condinaive to the veil» 
being of the patierts andQeagibeeeeds of coucents La tuo D 


hoe Rae 


Sshosl or Mawlane Aaad Moca s., focteding to toem the 


2 


wodere uho bad to devote bd Peal of time in tes wards 


eri 
<> 
- 


avd in the class room and sySbReBpary to keep th ir knowlelge 
upsto-date have hardiv auy time-left to deok to the details 
she administration of a big cemplex such as Maulana 

$zad Nedieal Colles: and Associate Hospitalse To rust cay that 
the administration on the organisational and funtticnal 

side was at a very low ebb during the time thy se four 

student nurses dccided to take thely lives. T am not propared 
to accapt the suggestion that these four etadcnt nurses 

in common with the youths all over the couutry and ths 

coud fclt frustrated with their lives ard so for common 


reasons Geciced to quit the world. IT recnosthad cha Teerecter 


OoGhnrai of Folice to teli me the punber o2 easeg of onietde or 


atteapt to camit suicid? by nurses in the various hospitels 
luogted in thy Miler territery of Dedhve. ce Seneme-a lat 


ae panty dea Varies sinticn, Te its ease 
Live Nurses whose casas FVveE LUNeAyY 


im 


waieh included nanas cf th 


am 


inguiry aml two more casas, cne of Misc Parkash Arora, Staff 

Nese of GeBo Pant Hospital who died in August 197 ond seco 
of Nise Vecna Gupta, Student Nurse, Willinedcn Nospite] who Is 
hemng eresecuted in the court of Mr. Kher, First Olass ? 


Delhi for attempt to caait suicida, This shows that the pecullar 


circumstances preveiling in the Triin Hospital an@ Wiihinedon 





vpital were mora tesponsitle fer the dcestis cr these five student 
nurses and not the eeneral atrosphera in thea counury or the 
world ever ancagst the stutentge It dg amoortan to ohsurve inet 


le Ge ele OF ant Sa 2s iad ~ fe ee oo dy jan Bto RR AES ae ee 
the auinistretive sat up ofthe Metaaoan Aung bod.cal Colles 





carrie which wes concolvcdsiienetinio institution wes in 
, Py 


offing has outlived its ubikibplang kas vecorn dneffactivea. The 


Suparintancent Nursing SunpWeearemdgiihe Mouvaine sees: 





could not pull ou tog¢ ther “BSE was wo auvicric 


seq that their bickerings did not affect the pationt cars or 


ie] i 


ru 


the teaching of young student uurses, The mattior henged en till 
it had reached a crivical stage. Once the Mucical Supurintendent. 
as hag betn given out by ore PK, Midira Lucanc incffcotive 
for reasors voyond nis control, there was nubcdy to step in 

am Co the wrk woich wag formally being dona by hime It may 
broacly ba suggested that this Instituicn may work unser a 


Dircetor-Principal bat the dutics of her Aides shoulda be woll 











erguld ba invested with en. yess 


& 


discharra them so that onc is nob able te cncronich on the powers 


° rolb/—s s 


eee 


end priveloces of cthere In cane of any cemies the 


ya. 


responsibliiity cauid be fixed o sone cro with cexrteinty 


end not allowed to become a matter of guens. 
CON GLISTONS : 3 


(1) Miss Shakuntale Paisy Methias committed sulside by 


taking a fgtal dose of Quina}? Farbiturate on the 


aight between 2nd and 4rd April 


fe 


268 out of sheer helclessness. The rdninictmitton 
of the Irwin Hoaspit ie 

formed an integral -— Wai at a dev ott b. fore ad. 
during the time wren Miss Mathias conmitted 

suicita. Ih had collapsed beth on organisational 
and functional wings. Indeed the afministxutive aot 


Wao a 


un of the Manlena Acad ? 





cgrafal sexminy so thet encu poxsen who pisbicipatcs 
in the alministradienohkeoweshnic dubies antl. ia 
alse fivested with sufficeicut povers to dis. 
charse treme 

f2y ‘The MNersing School ghouwld hare the presovited vtaff 
i.e. Sicter Dutorag Homa Sisters, Counsellor and if 
feasible a Narsiung Aa@visery Cormittee as has been 
recommended ty the (1) Foalth Survey ard Planning 
Comitvesa presided by Dre Ae Lakenmuaswamt Majalter 
by (it) the Nursing Committea to Roview Conditims 
of Soxvice, Fmoluments, etc. of the Nurstint 
Protessicn presided by Chri A.B. Shetty and above 
all ty (441) the InGéian Nursing Council in their 
bock entitled "Syllabi and Tesulations for the 
fomress in Generel Nursing and Midwifcay'. Th 


schocl should hyve a Head of the rank of Matron 


5 
AN 


eure oy a. 
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ne 

so that ghe can inenixe conficence amongst 
the nursing students and can ales take up their 
cauce in the evant of any difficulty. It shld xt 
run en the present lines wher= the student nurses are 
ccusidered as path an? parcel of ths janent mursing 
powsomiel with the result thet tneyv hbsve neitner the 
time fox energy left in them after wand work to nureue 
thoin studies leave ,side their bullcing of general 
ehearioter as uselul rembers of the ouofessim. 

(3) She conduct of Mra. Ae MaShow tu batly coolling Miss 
Spahiailals Daley Matries on a posat the comrectness af 
whion che did not independontiy assortain ia nct jueti- 
fiable. Similarly, sheletndtictjof other persons such as 
Dre Kite Exivustava sh Dmediwa ka trarar, Migs deDa 
Masih’ and Master Pol. Massey in the Grthepacdic War! 
wiere Miss Mathias ves working requires condemation 
because they in a large way were vosncnsible for 
creating clroumstances which brought @pout the 
tamcgedy » 

(4) The Resuscitation Waxd eheuld be located in a good 
cenmodicus room and should hyve a bloechemical laboratory 
and a poisen lgboratory attached to it for speedy and 
effiecrcious treatuent ef peison cases who roquixre 

dnscnsine and immediate care. 

MISS SUMEITRA CHAUDHRY 

Miss Sumitra Chaudhry was the last amongst the Your 


student nurses to die in the Irwin Hospitel during a short 


period. She was bom -m 14-.5-1942 and joined the School of 


‘eT 


aes fom 


oe B, = NEST. ace! wnt aie oe arn bs aaa = ‘i cal 
Mtcping cn 3568-1905. She was an Intermmotiate and bed dros 
a dS ioe wan NRA Fore 
} VECO? NOY Pare « 





Rxaminaticn from lhe University. In the fivsa attcapt of 

P.T.S0 oxamingtion she claeaxed her Auatory gnd Uygiene papers 

but failed in Nursing by 2 few marks. In hor second attenpt 

in the month of Jvne 1945 she was suecessful in this cxamination. 

Duc to he illness, it was net peosible ta take up the ri rst 

Year Punjah Nursing Gemeil Registration Mxamiration he? in 

Mareh 1966, In hei first attompt made in the month of Septerber 

1925 she passed. in Nursing, but failed iu tle cthex tro subjects 
‘ 


ees Pe ah, a here ” white ca Fe 
whieh also sie cle.vwed in Morch 1967. Afvor ouo year s 


- . 3 OF ye yoy , 
xoNnd yenr examination which acec Zing to vues 1s 





pe 


held by the School of Nun#ilpanthdetriticn. Sne vacved 
in all the thaee written apes and so ,leo in the practical 
test cf the Suretcal Murine (at (Genet iy Nursing, Weterrity 


ama Chile Nursiius bot failed dn hex ps v1 Gad Tarcduer by 72 


Sunmitrs Chaudhary 's rersonal vile shws that cll wont 
woll tiil tre ond sf 1965 when she was on vavation which wan 
vO exnpisg on 24-12-1965. She did not join Cuty after the orpiry 
ol nev veavtaticn ead applied for leave o1 ground of illness, 
Hex application was duly suvpoctod py a Medical Certiticote. 
Mrs. A. Mathew, Superintendent Nursing Services teck a very 


unsymp,thetis view while disposing cf her leave appiicats cc 
She threctancd her expulsien from Nuxsins Sehool quytag hue 
course more than once. Uitimeately, this leave was saneticned 
but a rider was added that in future if she availed of 
unguthorised leave she would pe expellicd from the Trmining 


Schovwl and her tather maio linble toe refund fits er cent of 
a y PB 


the stipend already received by her. Amin, Male Staff Nurve, 


290 68 


AN, Rattan veperted thot che was ahsent from duty Prom 13-21. 


a 


1967. She explained that Mister Chazar had cllewed her to 


4 


proceed con leave on that day. Vhe matter yes droppode ID 











: 
ocgeph, Homo Sister, roported that Miss Suritm Chardhey vemat od 
e.sert Prom the hostel on 3-12-1967. After obtaining hor 
lanotion Mere. Ratrn, Nursing Superintendent, who was 
officiating uc Superintendent Nursing Sexvices, in her note 
monvicned thas Miss Gunite Chaudary absemicd from dusy on 
13-41-1967 42 she yas not well and adviecd one day's rest and 
she hed gone out to seo her ailing brother on 4-12-1957 ebout 
which an intimtion had been sent to tha cftice by lon S.there 
Hore abrenoe 2 duty was regularised by the “odie Erpexinsen- 
dant vite his orlor drtcd bere es) he matters 214 nob end 
heres, It was again roportcd othe Superintendent Nursing 
Serviess by Wiss &. Gomez, Sisver Bator vhet Mics Surette. 
Cheutdhey was absent from the posted on Sunday, the 2b uh Peorcvary. 


1948, gnu from the Wand fromee5 261688 to 742-1968, The Sn5e 
shect of Miss Sumitra Ghaudhry rinteained in the GeBRs Pant 
Roepital indicated that she was admitted en 27~2-1968 in the 
Rnergency Ward of Irwin Hospitalfur worittving and loose 
motions and was Giagnesed as a case of acute gastreenteritis. 
She was then tiansferred te the G.Be Pant Hospital from whem 
she was discharged on 2-2-1968 | with edviee to tare verb ab home 
ani some medicine for ten days. Inspite cf it Mrs. A Mathew, 
Superinterdent Nursing Servises wrote a lengthy avte doled 


ne GS SMG ry Ang 8eia 


Vises Gualtm, Graxtazy's atipeud be 


cut fora week and she be informed thet meretiticn of similar 


offence will lead to temminntton of her triining and also her 


oon ed 


fatuer oa Naf AN teu ee wen. 





pay bask the ameunt received ty hur secoming to tue vend 
oxecuted by him. The use ef work, totferce! is noteworshy. 
Ie andisateus perverse ayprrach to the matter. Refowe writing 
this note Superintendent Nursing Servines took no steps to 
enquirze Prem Miss Sumitm Chaudnazy as to wny and what for she 
rac sbuented hereelf from Guty during these driys. Tt weuld 
have enabled her to know that she was absont for thesa two 


days for reasums beyond her control, The Modical Oupeuinten. 
dent after consulting the rules and withoul giving ony 
opportunity to Miss Sumitra Chaudhry to crplain her c,se 


‘cepted tie reccrreendation 





Services in his order dated 


farmviees approved the labteweraipeds in peisusuce of the 


a 


“ “9 


above omlex on 6m4-1908. Tt wae aigo approved by the Deputy 
Medical superintendent on the sagme dite. All this was beine 
dcne mecharic ally and nobodyvrostised tht troy were dealing 
with a case cf a sensitive and-young stuleni of the Nursing 
School. I am constrained to observe heve that cvon a Class 
IV vervant needs and deserves better troatmca’, 

Miss Sumitra Chauchry herself wis not keeping good 
health. She had lost one brether daring the tem ox her 
training. The other brother was ailing sexious!v jin the 
Willinedon Hospital in the months of Maron end April 1968. 
Hex mother during the menth of April hud deon advised major 
cromiion oS £esa, Her brother, Haj Magy “ao to the hostel 
On SedeISCS to take her away to Agr to assist the family 


at the time her mother's operation was to be performed. 


eoae lO 


Yemet Miss Lile Jadhav, Accistant Matron in this cennection 
awio @cconissed his reavest summarily caying thet he rigm te 4 


Sy Bihar, Chciihey end ace ber peolers To) 








wou Crivad of Mi 
Xonr tried his level best to persuade this heaxtless ssrctetant 
igtron to deb idm coe his sister but this was also declined. 
Be yous sway disappointed. Mics Samitra Cravdhry on 7-4-1968 
wos con heldcuyre She went to see her brothes Rij Kumar at 
woerah and there she leamt from her youngecu orethor 211 
thas happened with Raj Kumar in the hostel. She defo a rote 
for her father thot the Lostel authorities weuld net grant ner 
leave on any gvourd till he furnished them », medicel certificate 
by way ef proct that her mother was to be cpurmted soonma Fer 
nevher was operyted on tha due date and a toelegrom vas atso 


reocived ny the heepital BaOmites but it was too late as by 





then Mica fuwutr Chaudhoy hadtnken pelcon and was lying 
unsonsicleus ln the Resuceeiat tom Ward. 


Miss Somitr. Shavd@iey weeetradned by Miss 5. Gomeny 


t2 


ister Tutor, in practical Nursing. Mrs. Bimla Bharivad, 
Departmental Sister who was senior to her in rank was also 


aa 
jek Tres ers 


present at the time, Miss Swaitra Chaudhzy was giver 

out of 100 and was declared as unsuccessful. Mis, Bimnla 

Bhariwai in her affidavit and also her ctatenent before tho 

Comission very clearly stated that porformance of Miss Sumlira 

Chaudhry at the tine of the osminabion was sati afactory. 

ities Kamlech Shama, Student Nurse ( C.W.4) cormoborsted her 
ard 


testimory. Mies &. Gonos was tot justified in puttnm he: dom. 
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avevecasate: (ek 


Jie 


bay 


Mies Sumitra Chaudhry, in f.ct, a3 has been givon by hee 
frienis, namely, Mise XN. from, Miss J. Thapax and Mies 

Ny Welters all studont nurses, in their efrivuavite, had boon 
told hy Mics 5, Gomez before also that sae vould not let nev 
pass in the exe mng bine The result cf tics examination was 
declawed on 10-4-19656 She took the fetal dore of poiscn 
during the sighh tevween 10-4~*1966 and li-é-1963. She had 
clened the coor of her room from inside before taking the 
poison. Her rrooum mate Miss Sudha Sud was on night duty ot 


« nt 


the time. She was fourd unconscious in tho mevaing ans \ ren 





to the .Resuseivation Wacd wacie dnsyare oo bush Cis otleney 826 
could net be savel, Ene oplred at 5.00 Palit, on Art we IGS 
De. 8,58. Kaushal. Police Surgeon, pexformed post-mormiom 
examingtion on har deed pody at 4.50 Perio O11 Wed IES and 
Cboauved as underte 

"Rigor-Mertis complete, No vevilionce of injuries. No 
decomposition. Tr.chaostomyswoutd-on front of neck. Nails 
cyonosed, Uyes congested. Tmeohea mildly cougested and 
semewhat frothy on sesticn. Heart shows sub-poricaitian 
pinepoint haenozxrhages of eft ventriclos. Stecmach contains 
2 02 of medicine like fluid. MucouseMembrine congested. Liver 
and kidneys deeply congested. Blood vassels contain thin 
scanty blocd, Skull, brain and other paxts normal. 

viseors presstved. in two bottles ia herr Teed eat ie 
for chemical analysis. Cause of @cath will be g:von m 


receipt of report from C.E. Time since death is cbeut a day." 


seceele 


ayes 
The stoneth wath, shougch, cuccemam et uror ore Loot 


a anvestina wath convents, pirees of Livayr, splices end 


Pas 
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aed 


kidney in due course wera sant te tus Chesteal Lyaminer fox 
tho Putdiab for report. Fis twe reports care dazcd 18-64-1063 
wie £-7~1958 which oxe on the Inquest file, He opined that 
Allobarbiteme ogtinagted at G4 mrs was found in the stomach 
weeny and furbhes that the sore poison estingated ot 175 mgs 
and 32 mes was found in ootents ef (2) stomeh, Guedlenum 


” 


a 9. oe fy % ¥ . 
gna uprer one foot of emq]l intestine and (bh) pieces of liver 


epleen ard kidney raupectivelz, The pelice cummon cn the 


cf the Chemical Examiner'’s meport came to tne sonclusion 
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thers the death ef Mise Sumitr, Chavdher war dve to Rardbiturnte 
poisoning 
The eridence produced before the Commission very cloarly 


indicated thet Mies Suriora Chaudhry committed sutetdo by 





telong a fatal dose of baxbituryte son the ots 

and lth April 19€8 while dn. state of utter helplessness. 
how what remain to be detemiined' ate the circunsteances leading 
LO her death. The learned counsel for Mrs. Ae Mathew 
suggested that Miss Sumitra Chaudhry died on account of hor 
domestic trovbles i.e. the death of her cne brother and 
failing health of her cther brother and rotbrers. Acoorling 

tO iim she could not withstand these rigours of life in her 
own delicate state of health. The leamed counsel for Delhi 
“wots Aegis satiod oni the other hand read tant Sia: oer 
Chauchzy And Teay,rmt to live Wath the troubles emune cated 

by the leamed counsel for Mrs. A. Methew and thet in fe 


treatment meted owt to her by the Nursing School Administ ration 


ieee tS 


motivesed her to comit suicide. There is ro denying the 

fact thet Bumitre Chuuchry oa qagcoune of hee Pisee: ad 

preoue Sd cn leave on moa then one oce:siom, Her brovhes: 

had alco died but lone hefors she took tho poison. It is als 

cher: in the affidavit or hor father Reghuniwdan Sirgh that 

ner cus trobror was lyins 211 in the Wiliinston Hospitel and her 
a 


mother was to undergo a mador opeintion cn ine Sth April 1948, 


Miss Guuttm Cuscdhzy had withstood thease donentis Ciffienlties 





for Jeng and indeed had leamt to live with them. I find is 


diffieult to accept that she got so much perplexed wilr cher 
exoopt to end her life. In my opinion her eoasistent and 


ov 


persistent pereawtion by Mes. A, Mathew, Tupert 


endert 





4 ae an Anes r Sta vans aeyZ 
ag fromthe month of Becomhos 1965 





Nurcliie serrices end her) 
OnWaicc made her life so misemaplostn the wchool of Murgine 
thas the wac forced to comeib Siuleiide. IT have allvoady 
moovituinted above that Gipertntoncent Nursing Services om 
dinay grovids hyd thrice WER epeBiciton Chavdary tine and 
again that she would be expel?Tsd' from the Scheol cf Fursing 
and ner father would be compelled to ~stynd fifty per cent 


cf the stipend alre®dy received by her. On tvo such oce,sions 


her laave was regulacised es it wes found in exter, O& the 
thiad occ,sion which is the most unfortuni.te cone, the 
Superintendent rursing Services withcut giving aay opportumity 


to Miss Sumitra Chaulary to explain her ecnduct suggested 





he Medical Superinbentent in her note anted 12-5.1962 that 
ner stinenl for a week mighb be cut and a watices ingucd te 


hor Zfathen, She is said to have been absent from duty on 


a7sh an 28th Februnry 1963. As already given, Miss Sumitzra 


eee ty 


Chiudiry was admitted as en iuvdoor patient tM tie Energency 


U sat aN tL, T ein Tn TH yey ob . 
Mea OF UN ATV ue basa. Cn 


“yar a 


g.stro-enterttis. She wis thon tunonefcormd tothe @.5, Du 
Hospital and discharced from there as cured on 407.1968 yinn 
certain rea aeendations. It will be perfectly corpach fe say 
that ics Sumitisa Chaudhry must have been taken seriously ill 
earlier than 27-2.1968. If the Superintendent Nucsing Tervises, 
Mero. Ae Mathew, ov the Molical Superintentent, Dr, T.K. Michm 
hel just taken the precarbion +f enquiring fren her the reason 


weld hawe 





for her absence from duty on these two days 


been able to artiely then. Taéecd, they white pa 





Qnuer igiored to follew the well known pricti te 


qustice, that nobody should-be-omdeamned uhepo.. Tem 
noethive that thie crior dipieiieical Stecatutenient «cull 
4 4 


not stand a mesemt's juliciah Gemtiny at 24 violated om cf 


the fundamental and elomentazy primeiples of Natu) g.atios, 





Further, the visit of Rej Kumar to the 
take away Miss Sumitra Chaudhry to cok afser her ailing mother 


oY 


is proved from the affidavit of Raghvmandnn Singh and alreo 





the affidavit of Miss Tila Jadhav, Agsistant 


behuvid with Raj Kumar in a very rode end wmicrlled for tanner. 


wn 
a 


had no business to tell Rag Wunear thas he might be Mies 
Auritic Chaudhimy'!s boy friend and not brother. If Miss 

L. Jadrav theught that it would not be proper to serd Miss 
monitrs Chaudhry with aj Kumar she should have used dient 
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ee. Lo mab opservc hore that tig o.. 
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in the School of Nursing are tireatel more as convicts living 


a jail and not delicate, innocent and sensitive giris 


undergoing training in Nursing. Above,all, Miss Sumttzra 


~T5= 
Chaudhryts—conviction that she had been put dcwn' by Miss 
Gomez for her previous prejudices served as a last straw 
on c,mel's back. Mrs. Bimla Bhardwaj, a responsible person 
in the Administration very clearly stated that perfozmance 
of Miss Sumitya Chaudhry at the time of her practical 
examination was satisfectory and en that account Sister Gomez 
was not justified in putting her down. She in f,ct pleaded 
with Sister Gomez to give pass marks to Sumitza Chaudhry ~ 
Departmental Sisters also have a hand in the teaching of 
etudent nurses in tho wards although casuglly. Miss 5. Gomeyg 
in perm 14 of her affidavit admitted that Departmental Sister 
Mrs. Bimla Bhardwaj was present at the time when the 
examingtion was being conducted and that she later on followed 
her in the ward and requested her not to fail the candidate. 
This curmbortes the testimony of Mrs. Bimla Bharlwaj to a 
considerable extent. Miss S. Gomez has also remarred in her 
affidavit that Miss Sumitra Chaudhry was not a disciplined 
student and used to absent herself very frequently and that 
she knew that she had been wamed by the officers ai the 
ngtter was reported against her. This shows that her mind 
was seriously prejudiced against Miss Sumitra Chaudhry when 
she examined her in pr,cti¢al. Miss Sumitra Chaudhry to her 
friends also had expressed her fears that Miss S. Gomez would 
fail her peatuse she was after her blood, After carefully 
going through this “part of the evidence, I have come to the 
conclusion that Miss Sumitra Chaudhry was put down by Sister 
S. Gomez in the practical test not because her performance 


was nob satisf,ctory but on account of the prejudice which 


iciietee LO 


i kee 
she boye ageinst her. before closing the discussion, I would 
like to mestion that Miss Sumitra Craudhry reccived her 
atipond for the month of March 1968, Sho is 
shom to hove paid the entire noney towamis her mss expenses 
after two or threo days.e Her matures orpear on the entry 
in the mess register but the date undew it is confusing. The 
learned vrmneol Tox the Delhi Nurses Associgtion contended 
thet Meg. Ae Mathew anutched away the money from Mies Somitm 
Chaudhuy aflor she hed meeived it from the pay clerk and 
then deposited the same in the mess acecmt. where is no 
oviacnce worthy of considerstion to prove that Mre. A. Mathew 


physioaliv snvkched the money but the cimoumsatances go to 


peant out that Miss Sunita Ghawdkayowas compelled ta Gopoalt 


the meney in the mess acctitnh. Tteis evident froa the 


ee aud yoom mate of 





stetoment of Miss Sudna Sed, a student nu 
Miss Sunitra Chaudhry thatethel lastenamed reguizet money for 
ner pergonal use in the 1Mesiiweck ot tho menth of April 19€6, 
and go porzewed if from her, If Vise Sumitra Chaudhry hed 

been J6ft to herself she weuld have Paid part of her sbipond 
tow, ng Ghe meds ace out and seh the whole cf it. IT have 

eone through the entries in the mess register and found that 
an appreeinbdlic number of etudent nurses were in arrears and 
a0 it was not incumbent under the miles cn Miss Sunitm 
Chaudhxy to pay her entire stipend money towyrds the messing 
charges, There is also on the record a statement, Exhibit 


At 


A... ¢ omp,red by Om Terkash Bhalls, (C.%.3) indiesbing that 

Miss Samitra Chawlhry wes seldom paid her stipend in tiwe. 

The statement gives the month fer which the stipend is poid 
I ’ 


the dete of payment te all st.ff, data of pryment to Misa 


vecel] 


Pty; 
Bae 


SritreCheudiury and jhe amount paid, The Hocpital Acministration 


een a as ca het APA Ly. 


or Mer, A. Mathew have not cared to explain as to rhy 


tobe & 


cotta Chauchxy was not paid her stiyesd for most of 





the in time. Trerefom, the Jenmed enmiel for Delhi 





Nurses Aseccintion was justified in contending as he did 
that Miss Sumitre Chavdhry was not being properly treated hy 
tie Echocl of Nursing Adrinistration ynd this led her to 
elieva.that sha was in cruel and unsympsthetic hends. 
The *yove course of events which have been established 


on the aeecord oevend doubt abLumdantly establish 





troatmont of Mrse A. Mothow, Superintendent Mu 


Wises 8. Gomes, Sister Unter and her other aides tomart’s Nyse 


Seeitim Cheushyy wae callovsginisvinnethetico ard at tirer cumel 





Which could have brokon domometetence cf a bout 
rova HO Cf 2 deliesse and sonal vevelmind as of Iise Sumitrm 
Cherdniy who was not in thesbest of ler healih. 

EONCLIS! ONS: 


iss Sunitira Chaudnvy committed siieice en 


“-s~ 
es 
ee 


of 10th April 1965 by takine a fntal doce of 
barbltone. The treatment of Mre. As Mathew, Cister 
Tutor §. Gomez and Mics Liles dadhaw, Aveciastart 


Matvon and her cthher aides 


Chaudhry was cunsletenbtly e¢ 





tic which led her to believe that there was not 
csher avenpe for her put to end her lite, 
ies The stusewss in the Nursing School are being treated 
mone os conviets dma geil thin etudemtes i>. tho 
ave 


Warcing School where they have to be heriled with 


sympathy and understanding. The old saying of Spartan 


eee lS 


mothers thet "spare the red and spoil the child" no 
lenger heldis good particularly in the cnse of stulents 
in their Inte teons receiving trnining in technical 
achools and coileszes. The very ale aphere in this 
School stood vitircted on account cf? naleadministsstion 
because there were not adequate number «f Sistox Tutors 
and Home Sistors. There was no Councellor to give 
advice to the gtudents when they wero faced with 
diffienltios wrich they tanecdht worm insumountable 

in natwea. In my opini:in the administrmtion of the 
wohool of taming, Tuwin Rospital requires complete 
neorlentation to bring in proper punosphowm for the 
truining of youne givls adn Nureingre 
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Miss Jusvant “aurlatyor)| p.sving the Delhi Central 
Roar of Higher Seccrdary Fauention Foamination: from BeM. Gowb.e 
ei 


Girls Higher School, Shahdarta, joined the School of Nurcine, 


illingdon Hospital, New Delhi ‘on’ 1-7-1966. Her data cf 


ivbh fa 27.7-1949 and cho was seven ne la whe 
reac, Ga ke oats nc? & SOO Web EeVENLeeN yy Ais ae. Willen 
bir i Ton T-19O49 anc 12 Was seventeen years old when 
che joined the nursiug provession. She scored more than 


seventy per cent maxke in all the three subjects when her 
work Was §valugted wy the Echoo] asubuorities in the month 
of August, 1966. She was able to clear her P.@.8. examingtion 
and alse the First yeer examingtion held by the Pubjeb “ursing 
Regist rmtion Gouncil in her first attempts, ALL seems t3 


t 
5) 


have went well with her till she came into contact with 


Dre RoE. Stardag Casualty Medical Officer of the myme hospital 


(C.W.31), duving the digcherge cf her duties. The d-ctor taking 


saweal9 


Pk, 
advantage of her young age and inexperience was able to 
persugde her to accompany him outside often on his scooter. 
She used to wait for him near the water reservoir at 
Telkatora Road from where he would pick her up and take 
her to places outside the hospital premises, Their intimate 


esocigtion g,ined sufficient notoriety and in due covree 


i 


reached the ears of Mrs. R. Merangoly (C.W. 25) and Myrs 

FP. Porh (C.W.26), two Sister Tutors, who hed also noticed 
that Miss Jaswant Xaur was soing down in her studies. They 
decided to enquire from her the truth about the rumcurs. 
which had spread in the hospital about her connections with 
Dr. Sharda and also to know as to why she was not taking 
interest in her studies and =sent for her in their room at 
about 3.00 P.M. on 7+3-1968. On their inquiry she informed 
them th,t she was going out regularly with Dr. R. Ke Shania 
and on that account was upset and was nct able to devote 
her time to studies. The two Sisters further asked her 
whocher her association with Dr. Sharda was knowm to her 
parents. She replied in the negative. The Sisters naturally 
probed the matter a little further and enquired from her 
whether she had any understanding with Dr. Sharda in regard 
to their marriage. She replied in the negative and added 
that the doctor was already marricd and had qa child although 
he was living sepamte from them. There upon, Miss FP. Porn 
advised her not to waste her time on » doctor who w.c already 
Married and that she ch. wuld concentrate on her studies and 
build her career. These two Sister Tutors thought it 

proper to convey to the father of Miss Jaswant Kaur about 


her neglecting her studies and if necessyry also to infor 


ere edO 


Ome 

nia that she was going lone with Dr. Sharda. In pursuance 
of this decision Miss Jaswant Kaur was asked to bring her 
father to the hostel on 8~%-1968 but she replied that it 
would not be possible for her to do so as she would be on 
duty on 8+3-1968. She, however, pxomised to bring her 
father on Monday next. The summary ef the covers®tion which 
the two Sisters had with Miss Jaswant Kaur and the decisien 
they had taken to convey the above information to her father 
Was communicated to Miss J. Haider Ali, Cfficigting Matron 
(0.W.27) on 8-3-1968. The Matron approved of the action taken 
by them in the matter. 

On 8=3+1968 Miss Jaswant Kaur along with Miss Vidsy 
Tskshi ancther student nugse) (Cee 32) was on duty in the 
Opemtion Theatre till nom time. They were to go to the 
class room to attend their lectures after it. Miss Vijay 
Bakshi did go to the class room but Jaswant Kaur and 
Miss Veena Gupta (C.W.34) who is standing her trial in a 
court of law for an attempt to commit suicide were not to be 
found there. Miss F. Porh, Sister Tutor enquired rom 
Miss Vijay Bakshi about Nios Jaswant Kaur and Miss Veena 
Gupta. She expressed her ignorance about their whereabuuts. 
The Sister Tutor efter incuiry from their wards legrnt that 
thoy were giso not there. She went to Mrs. Marangoly and 
reported their absence from the ward. They consulted the 
Students! Outgoing Register mintained by the Chowkddar at 
the main gete of the hostel and lsamt that both had left 


the hostel at about 1.15 P.M. Miss Jasvant Kaur and 


Pe ene 


eer 


Miss Veena Gupta went to Moti Cunoms aitucted tn Chendeni 
Chowk: Delhi where Dr. R.v. Sharde also joined ther. ALL tho 
three saw the pleture ' Pathar ke Sanam! which finished by 
6.40 P.M, Tre two stujent nurses reached the nostel at 
avout 7.00 P.M, and met Wiss Asha Gupta (C.77.28) and Wiss 
Viday Bakshi (C.W.32) near the gute of the hostel, but thoy 
did not teke any serious notice of them. They wenv to Miss 
Jaswant Kaur's room and seemed to have taken the poison 
soon after. When Miss Umail, Devi, Student Nurse (0.1.30) 
room mate of Miss Jaswart Kaur went there she saw both of 
them out of wits and drewsy, They swere occupying cone bed. 
Miss Urnila Devi enquired from Miss\ Jaswant Kaur whother she 
had taken liquor to which she replied in the affirmative. 
She sinelt her mouth and found that there w,s no smell 
liquor, Atter half an hour both efi them became unconsctous. 
‘iss Urmila Devi opened the purse cf Miss Jaswant Keur and 
found three countermfoils of difiéma| tickets ef Moti Uinema 
Hee which were taken into possession by the police later om. 
She cn Tinding thes s¢ girls very sick went running to Miss 
Porh (C.W.26) Sister Tutor “t about 8.00 P.M. ond informed 
aer about their condition. The Sister Tutor went hurriedly 
to their room and found them in q semi-conscious state of mind. 
She advised the Home Sister to send for the Ambularice which 
was done and the two pirls were admitted in the Casualty 
ward at about 8-30 P.M. Dr. Re Ke Seth, Deputy Medical 
Eaperinbendent (C.W. 33) was given the necessary information 
on tre telephone, who also renched the warl and sert for 


Pos Pahl and Dr. Thauper, two senior medien) officers to treat 


see? 


mE Dee 

them. Brige Dre H:B. lal, Medical Superintendent (C.v. 29) 
on receiving the information also reached the wand at about 
10.30 P.M. Miss Veena Gupta restonded to the treatment and 
was saved. She is now standing her trial as already indicated 
before Vr. K. 0. Kher, Magistrate First Cless, for an attempt 
to cormit suicide. I will, therefore, not be dealing with 
the evidence which directly ecncerns her Cafe. Miss Jaswant 
Kaur died at 8.25 P.M. on 9.35.1968 about 23 hours after 
her admission in the Emergency Ward. Her father who was 
living in Dolhi Shahdar h.d already been informed about 
‘dilress. 

Dr. 5.5. K.ushal, Police Surgeon, performed the 
autopsy in this case at 5.30 PsM.on.10.3.1968 and observed 


as undert~ 


" RM. present. Body average built. No marks of 
injury. Stiched surgic,1 wound on left wrist and ankle. 
Pupils moderately dialated. Nails cyanosed,. Trochea 
congested and covered with frothy Both limes deeply 
congested. Heart whows sub-pericerodial pin point haemorrhace, 
otherwise pale. Stomach M.M. congested and has 2 oz. of 
dare fluid with gritty particie. Liver and kidneys are 
deerly congested. Rectum is full ,nd bl,dder ompty. Uterus 
is ompty and nermal. Public hair are cut short. Vagina 
is loose and admits two fingers easily. No evidence of 
any recent injury present. Skull, brain and other p,rts 
wre normal. 

Viscerm preserved in two bottles in Reetificd spirit 
for chemical analysis. Bloud -vllected for alechalic 


concent ratiou and vigin,1 swab for evidenen of sperms. Tins 


hee eeol> 


~3%- 
since death about 18-20 hours. Cause of death will be given 
on receipt of renort from Chemical Examiner." 


The stomach wash, storgch, ducdenum ,nd upper one 
foot of small intestine with contents, pieces of liver, 
spleen and kidney Ba a bottle containing kl. od were sert to 
the Chemical Examiner for Paijab at Patiala for examination 
and report. His reports No.131 and 13%, dated 2.5.1965 am 
on the Inquest file. He found barbitumte catimsted at 245 
mgse in the stomach washes Barbiturate estimated at 248 mes, 
77 mes and 7.5 mgs in the (a) stomach, duodenum and upper 
one foot of small intestine, (b) pieces of liver, spleen and 
kidney end (c) blood respectively were also noticed by him. 
“ke police surgoon on the basis of this repwt stated that 
the death in his opinion was due to barbiturate poisdning. 

There is neither any suggestion nor evidence before 
the Commission to hold that Miss Jaswant Keur was poisoned 
by somebody. The facts as dischosedygo to show that she 
committed suicide late in the evening on 8.3.1968 by taking a 
heavy dose of barbiturate. The circwistances leading to this 
unfortunate tragedy can be gathered from the statements of 

) Miss Urmila Devi, Student Nurse (C.W.30), (2) Miss Asha 
ta, Student Nurse (6.9.28), (3) Miss Vijay Pekshi, student 
Nurse (C.W. 32), Miss Veena Gupta, ex-Student Nurse (C.1.34), 
Mra. Re Mavangoly, Sister Tutor (C.W.25), Miss F. Porh, 
Sister Tutor (C.9.26) and Miso JYaider Ali, Assistant Matron 
(0.47.27). I will also deal with the statements of Brig. Dr. H.B. 
Lal, Medical Superintendent (C.W.29), Dr. BK. Seth, Deputy 


Medical Superintendent (CW.33) and Dr. RK. Sharda (C.W.31) 


sane 
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at the appropriate place bec,use these also have bearing om 
the issue. Miss Urmila Devi is the most import nt witness 
amongst them all and so qa part of her testimomy is reproduced 
below in extensos- 

"T and Miss Jaswant Kaur shared the same room almost 
for six months preceding her death. I once enquired from 
her as to why she had not been taking interest in her work 
and studies. IT also enquired from her abcut the talk which 
was going on in the hospital about her affairs with Dr. Sharda 
She replied that Dr. Sharia used to come to the medical ward 
for obtaining bleoad as he xwarired it in connection with his 
studies for M.D. During his work he also came in contact 
with her and they developed friendship for each other. She 
told me that Dr. Sharda loved her and she also Tiked him. I 
advised her not to waste her time in this matter any more 
because Nr. Sharda, I knew, was a married man and I also 
knew that their love will not mature into a marriage. Inspite 
of it, Miss Jaswant Kaur paid no heed to my advice. As a 
matter of f,ct, IT have already stated whztever I kmew in 
my affidavit which I filed in the present prececdings. +----- 

"On 8.3.1968, I was informed when I wes in the dining 
room that Miss Jaswant Kaur and Miss Veena Gupta both had 
retumed to the hostel. I then went to my room and found 
the room bolted from inside. I got the door of the room . 
opead. Miss Jaswant Kaur opened the door, I found Miss 
Jaswant Kaur in «a state of delirium. Her body was not steady. 
I enquired from her as to where she had gone and what she 
had been doing outside. She appeared to be dizzy. I enauired 


from her whether she had taken liquor. She xeplied 


eemen 


= 85 « 
in the affirmative, I smelt her math and foura thet thore 


was no smell of liquor, After half an hor ghe anf Mis 


wu 


Veena Gupta became unconsciqs,!" 

The witness also testified to tha effect that on 
opening the purse of Miss Jaswant Maur she faind counterfotls 
of three cinema tickets which were taken into possession by 
the police and so alsoa diary which wis prosonted ta Miss 
Jaswant Keur by Dr. RK. Sharda, as it was written in one 
of its pages, "presented by Dr, Sharda, 

Miss Asha Gupta (C.W.28) saw both Miss Jaswant Kour 
and Miss Veena Gupta coming together to tho hostel at about 
7el5 PeM, On 8e2e-1968. She was.a good friend of Miss Jaswant 
Kaur in the beginning but their friendship cooled down with 
the passage of time as Miss Jaswant Kaur got attached to 
Miss Veena Gupta more whom she did not like, Both these 
student mirses did not take notice of the witness. 

Miss Vijay Bakshi (C.W.22)- also met both these stucent 
murses when they were returning to the hostel on the evening 
of 862.1968, She enquired from them as to why they wore not 
taking interest in their studies as they were to appear 
ina test on the following day. Miss Jaswant Kaur repkied 
that she had already gone thraigh the portion of the subject 
while Miss Veena Gupta retorted as to how she was interested 
in their studies, This witness learnt after tne death of 
Miss Jaswant Kaur that she uscd to go mit with Dr. Sharda, 

Mrs, R. Marangoly (C.W.25) and Miss F- Porh (CoW.26 
two Sister Tutors have proved the admission mide by Miss 


Jaswant Kaur about her affairs with Dr, ReK, Snarda, This 


Contdasnoaare 


has already been noticed vy me in detail, Both of thom 
admit that they asked Miss Jaswant Faur to bring her father 
to the hostel immediately. Their statements find corroboration 
from the testinony of Miss J. Haidevt AlL (C,W.27) Offictating 
Matrone 

The statement of Miss Veena Gunta (C.W,34) is startling. 
I shall only refer to the portion which relates to Miss J 
Kaur énd runs cs followsye 

ms both left the hostel at about 1,15 P.M, fer tho 
Picture, We marked our dcparturo in the register maintained 
at the gate, She asked me to wait near the gate and herself 
went inside the hostel], After abcut 10-15 mimites she jotnca 
me, We both boarded a bis and went to Moti Cinera, Charndnt 
@howk, Delhi.e We reachod there at about 2690 P.M, DreSharaa, 
who is employed in the Willingdon Hospital, after some time 
also reacked there. He said that he had already bought tickets 
for us. He handed over three tickets to Miss Jaswant Karte 
I aid not Like going to the picture in the comvany of Dr.Sharé.. 
Therefore, I told Miss Jaswant Kaur that I weuud very mach 
like to go home. Dr, Sharda asked me that IT shoulda value his 
wishes, and accompany him to the picture. Miss Jaswant Maur 
also insisted on my accompanying them I reluctantly agreed 


Lio We2e80 class, It is called “dale Stall. br, Sharda warned 


to €0 So. We went/to occupy toe middle seat, I objected Cx it. 


Dr. Sharda took the side seat. Miss Jaswant Kaur set by his 


Lia Pa 


side and I was on the sido: of Miss Jaswant Kair, During the 
Interval Dra Sharda said that wo shculd accompany him to his 
house after the pictura. I declines’ to do so, We wert on vo 


say that he was a doctor and we were nurses and $9 wa snaua 


Cc ont ener te 


me BF as 
abide by his wishes, I 4id not agree to accompany him to 
his house even then, After the picture was over, we care 
ot of the cinema hall. J preceded them Dr, Eharda and 
Miss Jaswant Kaur followed me talking to each other, Dr, 
Sharda left on his scooter, We toth boarded the bus for 
the hostel, I went on asking Miss Jaswant Kaur in the bus as 
to why she she shalt have brought me to the clnera Niall when 
Dr, Sharda was also to fe there, She said that She was 
compelled by Dr. Sharda to tring me also to tho cinem an, 
therefore, she insisteé that I shoaila also aceompany her to 
the picture hall, I told her that I would be Aisciosine the 
whole story to Sister Tutor on the following day, &he asked 
me not to disclose the story te Sister Tutor as she wo1l4 like 
to do it hersel’, She also told me that Sister Tutor had 
already asked her to bring her father to the hostel on the 
following Monday. She said that her father was orthodm in 
his attitude towards life and if he comes to know of her 
affairs with Dr, Sharda he would beat her, -ww-—eHo (Dr, Shards} 
was kissing Miss Jaswant Kaut,e=a--Miss Jaswart Kaur said 
that Dr. Sharda was not a gond man ang that he had seduced 
her, She went on to say that previaisly he used to wsil her 
that he woulda marry her and now he had deciined to mrry her. 
Miss Jaswant Kaur told me in the bus that Dre Shanda 
had developed illicit connections with S84 other student 
nurses and that his wife was living separate from hin, aA 
that he had taken a room away from his house on rent wnere 
he used to take the girls for enjoyment, sennmee T did. scold 
Dr, Sharda for misconducting himself towards me, He was trying 
some time to catch my hand and on other attempted to piace 
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his hand on my shoulder and made an attempt to play with my 


I am impressed by the testimony of the above student 
nurses who indeed bore no 11] will or gruduse against Br. Rel, 
Sharda, Their evidence abundantly show that Dr, Sharda taising 
advantage of inexperience ard yoing age of Miss Jaswant Kaur 
and attracted by her good looks and physique, induced hor 
to accompany him often and in the course deve loped 42.1¢e2t 
liaison with her by false offers of marriegco, He know that 
he could not marry Miss Jaswant Kaur as he was alreadv married 
toa Janay doctor and had a chila fron her, Their close 
association was noticed by inmates of the Nurses Hostel andthe 
persons working in the hospital which ultimately reached 
the ears of the two Sister Tutors who in the discharge of 
their duty offered soum advice to Miss Jaswant Kaur on the 
evening of 7.321968. They asked her to bring her father 
to the hostel on the following Monday, In all probability 
she was afraid to face her father and so committed suicide 
by taking a fatal cose of barbiturate late in the evenirg 
of 8,3,1968, This she did after she had been to the picture 
in the company of Dr, Sharda and Miss Veena Gupta, and a» 
remarked by her in semi-conscinis state of mind in the presence 
of Miss Urmila Devil that she had enjcyed to the maximam on 
that evenings 

Dr. RK. Sharda and the two senior administrators of 
the Willingéon Hospital, namely, Brig. Dr. Hob, ha, Meeical 
Superintendent and Dr, R.K, Seth, Deputy Medical Superintendent 


are ina way responsible for this unfortumte incident, They 
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the honest discharge of theiy cuties, The rolatiershin 





between a doctor like Nr, ~.E., 


1edLca Officer and the Stuzent Nurse is of a fiduciary 
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witnesses examined by tne Commission, Fe admitted having 
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file any affidavit on his own in the tresent preeso lings 
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bad 90 a 
which shows his gudivy mind, Ee is nob only unseruyalcs 
Wut also a liar and inteed a dingrane to the nctic profession 
to which he belongs, I was not immressac by the ompleanmii om 
aiven hy him abst his presence at the Motul Cinera Hall when 


the two girls wort to sce the piclure. ic 
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n fact, had 
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tovitee the tewo @hucent Nurses to the Cinem. hath to see the 
wioture and hae boirtht the tlekets for them also, in this 
connection statemsnt of Miss Veena Cunta can be consuiter 


with advantare, Tf he had@ asked thesa girls to ‘sy a thleket 
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Te Ree Sharfa hae go.c “imaeieure witn Miss Taswant 
fur and Miss Yoena Gupta before both of tham took porsone 


In my opinion he took the matter lightiy with the result 


thas shortly arler another serious incicent took Mace in 


cf, 


hosmtal. 


Miss Roshan Nevi Saint, a student nurse (CO Weetey Up 


was just in her teens joinses the Sehool of Nursing, WlMatnse 


te whee! 4 


Hospital in the month of Apri O67. Ghe wae on night 


futy in the Male. Surgical Ware froa the month of June, 1068 


" 


a. a] 


On the night between 27th and g8th June 1968 she went to 


T 
r 


h 


@ 


Moctors! Muty roo to take the case sheets -f the operates 


patients and arrange then seviaiewise, Dr. Atvind Majuouvia, 
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Heise Surgoon was in the room. The lights were off, fhe nit on 
the lights and started arranging the easessheets, fr, Ari 
ache? hor toa hand over the caseeSheets of tha operated 
mitients, She eompliec with his instructions, The A€octor 
suddently stood up from the bea, put off the lights and irtea 
to catch her by hanes and embraco her, She wis able to free 
herself from his clutches and pit on the Lichts, Te requested 
her not to Aisclose the affairs to the Mefical Superintenfent. 

or the Matron. She asked her Sister Tutor, Mrse eharangoly 

to change her duty on 29,.6,1968 ana narrated to her at] that 
haf happened with her in the nizht when she vas on fut, 

Mrs, Re Marangsly led her to Mega 3. Thakur Nass, Matron who 

in turn took her to the offbeesofiMermty Medical Cuperintomem, 
Pre ReX, Seth, Theo witness naprater the entire story to the 
MNepity Medical Superintendent in the presence of the 

Matron, Mrs, B, Thakur Dass, who advised her that che shail¢c 
have some tolerance to be successful in the mirsing 

profession, She retorted that no tolerance could be shown 

in this matter an¢ that she had joined the cchool to Learn 
mrsing and not at the cost of her honour, GShe was m2t on 

fay duty in the Male Surgical Ward, She was again pb on 
evening duty only for one day in the same ward on the #round 
floor. The Aoetors on duty in this ware (and Mr, Rajinder 
Singh Veerbhan was one of them) said that since she 

had complained aga: st a doctor she wule have to nay fer it. 
elie kept silence, They started teasing her by sayings that 

she shuld not have cunplained against the doctor in the 


interest of her career, Se toxvk poison andi was aduitted in 


Contédesecrvseca 
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an unconsciws state in the Emerzensy Ware on 2,.7,1968 from 
where she was discharged as cured€ on 6,7.1968, She was not 
allowed tt» come back tr the School of Nursing til. sha had 
admitted in writing her allegee fault, and untertook to 
change her behaviour towarés her superiors, I am unable to 
fully comprehené the meaning of this undertaking, Her 
application in this connection is at page 24 of the file 
which evidently was written uncer @uress, The hospital 
administration stood Aiscredited by compelling a helpless 
Student Nurse to give such an ambiguzs undertaking when, in 
fact, the fault was of Dr, Arvind Majupurta who misconfuctee 
himself towards her and of the hospital aéministrators who 
dla not afford her adequate protection at the right time, 
She was exartined at length by the Commission as C.W, 22, Tier 
statement impvresseé me as correct, which infeec found support 
from two independent surrounding circumstances, Mr, Arvind 
went on leave from the morning.following the night tneildent 
which showee his guilty consclence, Further, when the 
Mepity Mecical Superintendent wanted to chance Miss Rosnan 
evi Saini's duty from the ward she preferred to stay there 
by saying that r, Arviné had gone on leave anf was no longer 
in the ward and that her colleagues would misuncerstand the 
suééen change in her Auty. Indeed, a girl of this temperament 
will hardly bring a false charge against any body anf mich less 
a Coctore The Neputy Medical Superintendent instead of giving 
relief to the apgrieved Stident Nurse advised her to be more 
tolerant in her behavisur. TI have not been able to provseriy 


appreciate his view in the mtter, The Mefical Superintenient 


Conte semae 


acmitted while in the Witness bay that the ahove incident in 
the hospital was reporteé to him but inspite of Tt he 44a not 
nad committed a criminal offence pinishable unter section 284 
Indian Penal Code, He rerained contented by putting sme 
questions tofr. Arvind when Miss RoshanNevi Saini was not 
even present, Not only this, he did not care to -scertain 
the truth from this helpless, innocent girl, What shocked 
me most was that Dr, Arvind while leaving the hospital was 
granted a certificate by the Me@ical Superintendent in tho 
following terns: 
NCERTIFIE® that Cry Ae(Arvind) Majparia has 

worked in this hospitalvas a Resident House Surgenn 

WeCef. 1lth March 1968 to 12th October 1°C3 CF oN») 

(from 1lith March 1968 to 9th April 1968 worked as 

honorary House Surgeon) in’ the Department of 

General Surgerye 

Turing the above period Ris work ana 

conduct was satisfactory," 
The Medical Superintenfent was not justified in giving a 
clean chit to ™r, Arvind Majupurila when a serious charge 
ugainst his coneuct while working in the hospital had been 
levelled by Miss Roshan Devi Saini, Student Nurse, Her 
complaint shold have been thoroghiy Looked into and if 


fund correct proper cepartmental punishment awarded t9 


Conte, eees 


wi ons 


strongly deprecate this asnroach vo the nattcr by the Medical 
Superintendent and his Mepity who were expectec to safemiara 
interests of the young student mirses who were in the Sehoo1 
of Nursing to learn nursing ané not to serve as playthings 
for @octors like Dr, Rk, Sharda, Dr, Arvind Majuparla and 
Pre Rajinder Singh Veerbhan, Dr, ReX,. Sharda was encwuraced 
in his nefarious approach to Miss Jaswant Kaur because the 
very atmasbhere in the hospital stoo¢ vitiateé since the 
fxctors thought that there was nothing wrong in their seducing 


these innocent inexperienced Stucent Nurses, Dr. P, Peish, 


rept 


Gol. BoL. Taneja, Miss A. Cherian, Mrs. B, Thakur Dass, Miss 
J, Haider Ali andj all other semfar doctors and persors in 
nursing profession whom I examine? as witnesses were of the 
considered opinion that Arxctors shoule not be alloweea to 
g@> cat with the young Student: Nurses without the permission 
of Matron and the cuardians, This wholesome principle 
seems to have been ignored by the Willingdon Hospital 
Aéministration which enewraged Dr, Rk, Sharda in seducing 
Miss Jaswant Kaur with disastrous consequences, 
CONCTUSTON s 
(1) Miss Jaswant Kaur committeed suicice by taking a- fatal 
dose of barbiturate late in the evening of 8th 
March 1968, She aid so in order to escape the 
displeasure of her father which she would hove 
dneurreda on the two Sister Tutors telling him that 


she was gvin?z sat ton often with ™r, Rok. Bharca 


and was neglecting her studies, 


Gonte, »eane 


(2) Dr, Rex, Sharda n seeucing Miss Jaswant Maur who 
was not even eighteen years old actec ina manner which 
does not become a member of the noble profession to 
which he belonged.e 

(2) The Medical Superintendent failed to discharge his 
duty in not taking anv disciplinary action against 

te ReK, Sharda, Dr. Arvind Majupiria ana ™r, Rajinder 
Singh Veerbhan who as already indicatec Ly me above 

snducted themselves in an ignoble manner while working 
in the hospital towards the two student nurses, 

(4) Dr. RK, Seth in advising Miss R.D. Saini to show more, 
tolerance to de successfudk-in her career when she 
complained that Dr, Arvind Majupuria hae molested her 
displayed utter lack of administrative acumen which a 
man in his position is expected to possess, He failed 
to discharge his cuties in an appropriate manner, 

(5) Mr, RX. Sharda is still working as Casulty Medical 
Officer in the hospital, Disciplimary action can now 
be initiatee anc proper panishment awarced to him so 
that it coaile€ serve as an eye= opener to others who in 
their weaker moments are likely to conduct themselves 
in the mamer he did 

(6) Doctors Arvind Majupurve ‘and Rajinder Singh Veerbhan 
have left the hospital, Their cases dest.ve to be 
reported to the Mespective Medical Council for any 


action which it my deem fit in the matter, 


Gontdesesnas 


The c..rcumstances Leading to and the causes of Afeaths 
of the five deceased stu¢ent nurses have been given by way 
of conclusions at the end of each case, Therefore, it will 
be unnecessary repetition to mention then here again at the 
end, 

I wule express ny gratitude to the esunsel for the 
parties for their cooperation and "reasonablences" which 
made the work of inquiry smooth and fruittile 

I also recorée my gratituce to the ™irector Principal 
of the Maulana Azad Medical Grlisne for having made a 
Syacicus room in the G,B, Panct Hospital availabie for 
the sittings of the Commissions 

I further recoré my appreciation of the good work 
@one by Shri Inderjit Sharma as Secretary to the Comission 
and Shri Inder Raj Malhotra as my Stenographner and incharge 
of the office of the Commission, They worked long hours and 
have shown excellent teai worl. 


New Delhi, Sd/=— PD. Sharm 
aare Pecember, 1968.6 
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